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“First Reconciliation 
Then Thy Gifts”. 


This phrase occurs in an editorial in The Presby- 
terian Outlook of April 11 in reference to the 1949 
Report of the Assembly’s Committee on Co- 
operation and Union. In the editorial The Outlook 
Editor commends the report for 1949 on the ground 
that promotes the cause 
of reunion. Phe Outlook thinks that the report does 
not go quite fast enough in that direction, that it 
does not need to @sk the Assembly of 1949’s ap- 
proval in order; ieremote union with the U.S.A. 
Church by means of the program of acquaintance 
proposed in the Report of the Committee. . 

In The Christian Observer for April 13 there is 
an article by Dr. J. R. McCain on Agitation As To. 
Union, in which Dr. McCain is mildly critical of 
the Committee’s Report to the 1949 Assembly. He 
recognizes that the detailed plans and specifications 
of the proposed report are sufficient to raise doybts 
and perhaps resentment on the part of opp ts 
of union. abe . 

Those who are opposed to reunion on the basis 
of the Plan proposed by the Joint Committee— 
such as Dr, L. Nelson Bell, Mr. Tom Glasgow and 
many Mississippi brethren—are sharply critical of 
the 1949 Report to the General Assembly on the 
ground that, under the guise of acquaintance and 
co-operation, it asks the 1949 Assembly to approve 
a program that looks toward union. | 

Thus from three different angles—the proponents 
of union, the center group on this matter, the op- 
ponents of union—the pro-union nature of the 1949 
Report of the Committee on Co-operation and 
Union is recognized. Now the writer was a member 
of the 1948 Assembly and testifies from first-hand 
knowledge that the action taken by that Assembly 
was advocated by men of all positions as a mora- 
torium on the matter of union for five years. It was 
represented as sealed by a gentlemen’s agreement 
to stop advocating or opposing union for that pe- 
riod of time. Is the 1949 Report, as interpreted by 
The Outlook, by the writer in The Christian Ob- 
server, or by The Journal in keepirg with this 
moratorium or this covenant between differing bre- 
thren? We believe that it is not, and therefore hope 
that the 1949 Assembly will vote down the Report 
of the Committee on Co-operation and Union. 


There is another matter that needs comment in 


the editoria] in The Outlook. Its description of union 


as reconciliation is not an accurate report of the 

osition taken by those who ‘oppose union on the 

lan proposed. We accept the wards of our Saviour; 
but we deny that the ground of our opposition to 
the Plan of Union is that we have not become 
reconciled to our brethrén with whom our grand- 
fathers had an unpleasantness in the sixties of the 
last century. In three great wars since, we of the 
South have served under the flag under which the 
Yankee boys of the sixties served. The writer has 
served as preacher and pastor in the U.S.A. Church, 
has studied and lectured in their chief seminary, 
and recognizes the profit he has received from these 
fellowships and contacts. We protest the inaccurate 
impression left by The Outlook editorial as to the 
grounds of our opposition to the Plan of Union. We 
have repeatedly stated that.-we oppose the proposed 
Plan because it gives up specific safeguards pro- 
tecting the Faith of the Son of God now in the 
polity of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., and be- 
cause it surrenders our testimony to the sole King- 


‘ship of Christ over His Zion—our witness that He 


—Wnm. C. R. 


Not Who But What? 


As the time for the meeting of the General As- 
sembly draws near, the question naturally arises,— — 
what action will be taken on the report of the Com- 


is the sole lawgiver in the Church. 


mittee on Cooperation and Union? 


Endless discussion of the pros and cons of this 
report may be unprofitable but, as one who had 
a share in the presentation of the motion which was 
adopted unanimously by the 1948 Assembly, we 
are constrained to make the following observations. 

a. Altho the “Presbyterian Outlook”’ states in an 
editorial that the action taken was not the one 
offered by the writer, after consultation with Dr. 
McCain; it is a coincidence (7?) that the wording of 
the final action is identical with our resolution, 
except that the fdllowing sentence is added, “except 
that the committee shall complete the = by 
March 1, 1949, and have the same printed in suf- 
ficient number to supply any request?” This latter 
was added to the original motion. We agreed to its 
addition, and Dr. King presented it as a substitute 
motion, altho actually it was simply an amend- 
ment to the original motion, an amendment which 
was entirely acceptable. 

b. The report of the Committee on Coopera- 
tion and Union now recommends a plan of pro- 
cedure which, if accepted, will intensify activity 
looking towards union. 
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ce. The intent and.spirit of the action of the 1948 
General Assembly looked towards a five-year 
moratorium on the matter. > 


d. The harmony and peace of our church will not 
be promoted by any action. which might seem to 
contravene a clear understanding and agreement. 

e. The Synods might be well advised to elect 
as their representatives on the Committee on Co- 
operation and Union men who repress the ma- 
jority opinion in the Synod. At the present time, 
certainly in a few cases, men have been elected to 
this committee because of their personal interest 
in the matter, rather than because they repre- 
sent the viewpoint of the Synod. We feel much 
of our trouble stems from this source. It is not 
too late for the Synods to rectify this situation. 

f. Finally, the question of importance is not who 
was involved, but what was intended by the ac- 
tion? Those who were present at the Atlanta 
meeting are very sure about that. -—L.N.B. 


Examine Our Seminaries 
And Colleges — Not Our 


Foreign Missions Program 


A “confidential” letter, enclosing a statement 
marked “confidential,” was recently circularized 
among some of the members of our denomination. 
This letter was signed: “Faithfully yours, Aubrey 
N. Brown, who, in this case, is serving only as a 
secretary for what we feel is a large company 
throughout our Church.” Aubrey N. Brown also 
serves as Editor of The Presbyterian Outlook. 


This letter, dated March 18, 1948, states, among - 


other things: “‘The accompanying statement is the 
result of the long and careful concern of a number 
of byterian laymen and ministers, men and 


greatly needs strengthening at the point o 
arger co-dperation with our fellow-Christians.” 
This letter and its accompanying statement were 
printed in full in the April 1, 1949, issue of The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, and it was there 


that I saw them for the first time. 


In that same issue of The Journal, Dr. L. Nelson 
Bell, M.D., for many years one of our denomina- 
tion’s missionaries to China, very clearly pointed 
out that the statement marked “confidential,” 
which was supposedly designed to “strengthen” 
our Foreign Missions work, could in reality alter 
radically the splendid Christian witness of our- 
Church in its Foreign Missions endeavor, The pro- 
moters of this ‘‘confidential’” statement, for in- 
stance, pledge their support to, and intend to en- 
courage our General Assembly’s Committee of 
Foreign Missions to give its financial support and 
its leadership to, certain educational undertakings 
in China and in Japan which, at present, it is not 
at all certain that our denomination should join 
in or support, for there are not now adequate safe- 
guards present to insure that all of these edu- 
cational ventures will in the future remain true to 
the Gospel mission as it is outlined in the Bible. 

The Executive Secretary of our Assembly’s 
Committee of Foreign Missions, Dr. Darby Fful- 
ton, was born in Japan. He is familiar with the 
problems of missionary activity in China and in 
Japan as few men are. There is no man in our 
entire denomination who is held in higher esteem, 
or whose judgment is more respected, than Dr. 
Darby Fulton. At present he is the Moderator of 
our Genera) Assembly. His Committee of Foreign 
Missions is doing an excellent job and it has the 
full confidence of practically all of the ministers 
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and laymen in our denomination. 

The words “our Church’s Foreign Mission policy 
greatly needs strengthening at the point of a 
larger co-operation with our fellow-Christians,” 
which are contained in the “confidential” letter, 
very pointedly imply that there is a serious weak- 
ness in some of the policies and activities of our 
Assembly’s Committee of Foreign Missions. 

Now there are many gifferent departments of 
activity and enterprise in our denomination. But 
there is no department: which is performing its 
functions more ably, or. is discharging its assign- 
ment more faithfully, than is our department of 
Foreign Missions. It seems strange indeed, there- 
fore, that serious criticism should be implied of 
the Foreign Missions program of our Church. 

If criticism is to be leveled at any departments 
in our denomination it should be directed at some 
of these departments which, on the whole, are 
possibly not performing their functions near] 
well, or with even approximately the close a 
ence to the standards of our Church, as is 
department of Foreign Missions. 

For many years, for instance, there has been 
a quiet but growing feeling of discontent, oe 
an increasing number of informed ministers an 
laymen, concerning some of our denomination’s 
theological seminaries and colleges. This feeling 
has been slow in growing and in finding expression 
because in previous years Southern Presbyterians 
took it for granted as a matter of course that all 
of their theological seminaries and colleges, about 
which they had been hearing all of their lives, 
were thoroughly sound and perfectly all right. But 
in recent years this feeling of discontent and dis- 
satisfaction has been rapidly growing, and it is 
beginning to be expressed openly in the form of 


pointed criticism of some of our Church’s edu- 


as 
er- 
our 


cat] nstitutions. 

s it not time for our General Assembly to ap- 
point a competent committee charged with the 
responsibility of examining carefully and thor- 
oughly the administration of, and the instruction 
being given in, some of these seminaries and col- 
leges? 

It is the frm opinion of a very large company 


throughout our Church that some of these edu- ~ 


cational ‘institutions very greatly need strengthen- 
ing at the point of their administration and at 
the point of the instruction and training now being 
given to the students who attend them.—C.W.A. 


: Our Witness To Our 
, Lord Jesus Christ 


“There is none other Name under heaven, given 
among men whereby we must be saved. Only those 
things that are based on. Christ and spring out of 
Christ are worthwhile. I believe that with all my 
heart: On the Continent today the Church is on 
fire for the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Karl Barth 
and his interpreters are teaching the congregations 
to recognize the primacy of the Word of God as 
the source of all spiritual hfe, the regeneration 
of new men by the action of the living Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the ability of these men to 
create a new world. Jesus Christ shall be the Lord 
of all life—this is the slogan of the European 
Church, The French and Italian pastors, none re- 
ceiving more than $80 a month, are gathering the 
small Protestant flocks: to hear the Voice of the 
Good Shepherd; while the German congregations 
are coming alive as the risen, living Christ speaks 
His own Word to His worshipping people, and as 
they give each Sunday an offering to share in the 
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Hilfswerk—to minister to the fifteen million refu- 
gees and displaced persons in that shrunken land.” 
In abridged form, this is the testimony of Dr. Ver- 
non Broyles to the current Continental situation 
and the need there for the help of our Church. 

The testimony of our Presbyterian Church in 
the United States beats in harmony with this cur- 
rent emphasis upon Jesus Christ. Also for us: 
“Other foundation can no man lay than that which 
is laid which is Jesus Christ.’”’ With the first dis- 


- ciples we would: “Cease not to preach and to teach 


Jesus Christ.’”’ With Calvin we recognize that, 
“The whole of our salvation and all the branches 
of it are comprehended in Christ ... Blessings of 
every kind are deposited in Him, let us draw from 
His treasury, and from no other source, till our 
desires are satisfied.” 


The Christ we proclaim is the risen, living, reign- 
ing Lord. He is the Jesus who lived in Judaea and 
Galilee-some nineteen hundred years ago, but He 
is also the Christ who is living today at the 
od and speaking to every congre- 
gation that meets in His Name. It is His Presence 
and His Word, through the means of grace He has 
ordained, that qualifies each gathering as a Church. 
At His Word and by His Spirit it becomes the 
living Body of Christ in that place. This present 
power of Christ is what Martin Kaehler meant by 
saying that the Biblical Christ is not’ only a his- 
torical Jesus, He is also a superhistorical Christ, 
and that, ‘“‘Christ Himself is the source and author 
of‘ the Biblical picture.”’ It is this present Deit 
of Christ and the Deity of the Holy Spirit which 
Erich Shaeder insisted on as necessary to a truly 
Theocentric Theology. From the moment of his 
conversion, Paul’s Christian thinking ever started 
with Jesus Christ at the right hand of God, not 
with man’s alleged piety, or religious consciousness, 
or Christian experience. The living Christ as the 
Good Shepherd calls His sheep and they hear His 
Voice and follow Him, His effectual calling and 
their hearing constitute a gathering of people a 
congregation or Church of God in Christ Jesus. 


The risen Redeemer met Paul on the Road to. 
Damascus and changed his whole thought and life. 
Thereafter, the Cross which has been an. object of 
detestation became Paul’s sole ground of glorying. 
‘Martin Niemoeller says that the Church’s one 
message is Christ crucified—because the Christ 
who was crucified is risen. Stauffer of Bonn finds 
that Paul has condensed his whole gospel in Gala- 
tians into what Luther meant by saying, sola fide 
(by faith alone). Luther is the great and right 
interpreter of Paul. But today there are so many 
erroneous readings of solefideanism that to avoid 
ambiguity we need to go back again to Galatians 
and use rather the term sola cruce (by the Cross 
— > guard what Luther guarded by the term 
soie ride. 


The finest presentation of Paul’s, of Luther’s, 
and of Calvin’s doctrine of sole cruce and sole fide 
I have heard is the sermon for the communion 
service authorized by the Netherlands Reformed 
Church and used at the World Council in the New 
Church in Amsterdam, August 29,. 1948. Here 
Christ is set forth in His atoning work bearing our 
penalty and giving us His obedience as our right- 
eousness. Our sins are imputed to Him and we are 
clothed in the spotless robes of His righteousness as 
we turn to Him in penitent faith. Ere long we may 
be able to publish this sermon in The Journal that 
it may be used in our communion services—perhaps 
at World Communion Sunday. It effectively states 
the theology of the Reformation, of the Westminster 
Confessions, of Romans and Galatians. This is the 
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witness our Executive Committee of Foreign Mis- . 


sions sends out our missionaries to bear. But the 
second issue of The Ecumenical Review carries an 
article by the dean of theology of Yenching Uni-; 
versity, Peking. in which this distinguished Chinese 
professor describes the theology of this Reformed 
sermon as “impossible.” Shall we continue to send 
out missionaries and support native ministers to 
preach the Reformation faith, or shall we, instead 
divert our funds for China to the support of a 
Peking union university in which the theplogiea 
dean regards our theology as “Impossible.” After 
all is not the Executive Committee’s plan of putting 
the emphasis on biblical evangelism rather than 
on liberal arts education in accord with the con- 
viction of most of our givers? and with the Word 
of God? 

Our witness to our Lord Jesus Christ also in- 
volves the testimony to His preexistent Deity. He 
who was God became also man for us men and for 
our salvation. We affirm the Incarnation of God 
the eternal Word—a Divine-human Christ, We do 
not teach Adoptionism—a human-Divine Jesus. In 
another editorial we expect to present our testi- 
mony to the sole Kingship of Christ over the 
Church. 

“Créwn Him, the virgin’s Son, 

The God incarnate born; 
Whose arm those crimson trophies won, 
Which now His brow adorn.” 
Our testimony to Christ looks forward to His 
personal Coming again in glory. At the Tambaram 
Meeting of the International Missionary Congress, 
a decade ago, this blessed hope received such scant 
notice that Director Hartenstein of the Basel 
Mission read a statement in behalf of a group of 
Continental believers insisting in the article on 
Christ’s Coming Again, as found in the Apostles’ 
Creed—in testimony against the inadequacy of the 
statement made by the IMC. In a recent article in 
the International Review of Missions, Dr. Harten- 
stein commends the Amsterdam meeting for calling 
all men to hope for His coming and to set up signs 
that men may see our witness to this hope. In the 
Church’s Witness to God’s Design, Professor Pierre 
Maury of Paris says: “The return of Christ to 
judge the living and the dead, and by His verdict 
to inaugurate the Kingdom of God must be 


' trumpeted with all St. Paul’s and St. John’s glory 


in the splendor of Christ, the Christ by Whom and 
for Whom all things were made.’’ Our missionaries 
in the East ‘share with us in the home church in 
the hope expressed in our Westminster Confession: 
“As Christ would have us to be certainly 
persuaded that there shall be a day of judg- 
ment, both to deter all men from sin, and for 
the, greater consolation of the godly in their 
adversity; so will He have that day unknown 
to men, that they may shake off all carnal 
security, and be always watchful, because they 
know not at what hour the Lord will come; 
and may be ever prepared.to say, “Come Lord 
Jesus. come quickly, Amen.” 


What assurance has our Church that a united com- } 


mittee in New York directing united universities 
in the Far East will insist on this testimony? 
A couple years ago, at a meeting of the American 
Theological Committee in New York, the Chair- 


man suggested that none of those present believed § 


in the personal Second Coming of Christ but only 
in some vague vindication of righteousness as the 


climax of history. This writer demurred, but the § 


Chairman seemed to be speaking for most of those 
present and the gathering was representative of 
the theologians in a convenient radius around New 
York. —Wm.C.R. 
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“God’s Underground” 


Under the above title the April 18th issue of 
“Life” magazine carries an editorial of more than 
passing interest. Earlier rumors of Christian ac- 
tivities secretly carried out in Soviet Russia are 
recognized as probably factual, and we can but 
pray that they will increase. 


Our attention was also arrested by the descrip- 
tion of the civilization of which we are a part. 
“Communism is not the only threat to Western 
civilization, and perhaps not the greatest threat. 
The greatest threat to our civilization comes 
from within that civilization itself: our $64° eu- 


phemism for it is secularism. A much blunter — 


word is godlessness. Our civilization, for all its 
churches and all its churchgoers, is predominantly 
a secular, godless civilization.” 


This is a true statement. From there the writer, 
Mr. Henry Luce we presume, goes on to mention 
some trends which, he feels, indicate that God’s 
underground is working here in America. 


‘ 
How true it is that God has never left Himself 
without a witness! How reassuring to know that 
even in the darkest hour there yet remain the 


thousands who have not bowed the knee to Baal! 


But, we are convinced that the resurgence of 
Christianity as a force capable of challenging 
and vanquishing the secularism and godlessness 
of our day depends not on interest in a religious 
novel, as good as that may be. Nor does it de- 
pend on joining the forces of a divided Chris- 
tianity, as desirable as that might be under a 
unity of faith, Nor does hope lie in a “deeper 
commitment to religion” itself. 


The one thing which can revitalize the Church, 
under the power of the Holy Spirit, is a restate- 
ment of the content of Christianity itself. The 
weakness and the failures of the Church in our age 


are due to a departure from the things which con- ~ 


stitute the Gospel message. Until they are re- 
captured and made the central theme of preaching, 
teaching and plans for world evangelism, the 
Church will continue to grope and stumble, going 
from one emphasis to another. 


Had we the pen of a prophet or the voice of an 
evangel, and were the opportunity given to us, 
we would emblazon this message from every page 
and from every pulpit in the land. 


How can there be a revival until we preach the 
universality of and the exceeding sinfulnmess of sin 
itself? How can we hope to impress lost souls of 
their peril unless we believe that the soul out o 
Christ is lost eternally and then preach it? Héw 
can we bring hope to mankind unless we preach 
the redeeming blood of Christ, shed as an atone- 
ment for our sins on Calvary? How can men ever 
come to a clear knowledge of God and His Son 
unless we point them to the source of our knowl- 
edge, the Word -of God? How can we hope for 
spiritual power in our lives and in our message 
until we ourselves are humbled in the dust before 
Almighty God? As long as we exalt man and hu- 
man intellect how do we expect to be a channel 
of blessing to others? : 


We know great and learned leaders who affirm 
that “intellectual honesty” will not permit them 


to accept the supernatural and the miraculous as 


recorded in the Bible. We know of men who 
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scornfully sa? “I know no intelligent man who 
accepts the virgin birth, or the vicarious atone- 
pee or the unique Sonship and deity of our 
ord.” 


O&@ God, give us more fools for Christ sake! 
Give us more men who are willing to accept the 
calumny of standing for a wholly inspired and 
trustworthy Bible! Give us a generation of Chris- 
tian leaders whose chief.concern is not centered 


on men, or organizations, ®r numbers, or any 
than preaching the redeeming work of 
rist 


As we have pondered while writing this edi- 


‘torial we have asked ourselves the question; “Are 


4 


we deluded?” “Is our position, untenable?” 


But, if the Scripture record is true—and we 
are assured in our heart that it is—then the sole 
hope of the Church, as we know it, rests in a re- 
turn to the emphasis of the Bible itself, an em- 
phasis found in the preaching of all those men 
God has so signally used down thru the years in 
the saving of souls. 


Until the Church renews this emphasis she is 
frittering away time which can never be redeemed. 
Inclusivism rather than solve the problem but adds 
to it. —L.N.B. 


God Answers Prayer 


One of the deepest and most precious experi- 
ences open to the Christian and one which brings 
a peace and joy beyond the realm of adequate 
expression is to face problems and difficulties 
which loom as a stone wall and then to pray about 
them one by one, asking God to show His provision 
and wisdom in solving them; then, to see these 
things open up and disappear, as the mist before 
the rising sun. 


Let us thank God for the insoluble; for the 
difficult; for the baffling things of life. It is in 
these contingencies that we recognize our own 


» powerlessness and see His power. 


Yes, God does answer prayer. He answers the 
prayers of His children about their own personal 
problems. It is a fallacy to think He is only con- 
cerned about the corporate issues of society. He 
is concerned about nations and society as a whole. 
But, He is also wondrously concerned about the 
problems of the boy and girl; the young man 
and young woman; about those of the mother at 
home; the bread-winner in the factory or office. 
There is nothing too small but what He is anxious 
and willing that His children should come to Him 
and ask His wisdom and guidance. 


Not until we come to fully realize our own in- 
sufficiency can we come into the blessed experi- 
ence of having Him undertake for us. This is not 
a morbid psychology; it is the very basic plan for 
the daily living of God’s children. It brings ef- 
ficiency, it brings victory and it brings peace. 


Many Christians have experienced this divine 
guidance in their lives; all should experience it 
and practice it daily.. When we do, infinite wisdom 
supplants human; divine judgment replaces the 
fallacious; eternal values loom and temporal re- 
cede; God’s resources supplement man’s. In fact 
—it is the only way a Christian should live. 
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Inter-Faith Movements 
There are those who promote inter-faith ac- 


tivities and there are others who condemn such 
proceedings. In our judgment there is need for 


clear discrimination in such matters. ; 


Where a Protestant commits himself or his 
church to an inter-faith group in'the realm of 
spiritual matters we feel he is failing to recog- 
nize the unique witness of Protestantism. We 
are Protestants because we believe that the Pro- 
testant faith has preserved and held aloft the true 
witness of evangelical Christianity. We further 
believe that Jews, out of Christ, are lost and that 
their sole hope lies in repentance and confession 
of Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, Finally we 
believe Roman Catholicism so encumbered with 
the, interpretation of man and the false assump- 
tions of its hierarchy and so ensnared in its forms 
as to have in large measure obscured true Chris- 
'tianity. 


This being true, no Protestant leader -has the 
right to commit his church as one part of a great- 
er religious faith, implying to an- ignorant and 
bewildered world that “all roads lead to heaven 
and it makes no difference which one you take.” 
This is certainly contrary to the plain teaching 
of Scripture and the heritage of a militant witness- 
ing Protestantism. Actually, only too often such 
inter-faith movements of necessity deny, by im- 
plication, the heart of the Christian message, sal- 
- Vation through faith in Jesus Christ alone. 


On the other hand, where moral issues are in- 
volved, we should not hesitate to stand together. 
To illustrate; a community finds itself faced with 
- crime. It may be juvenile delinquency, or political 
corruption, or aggressive campaigns by unscrupu- 
lous liquor interests. In such matters as Christian 
citizens we have a right to align 
' all who will take a like stand for 
ment and civic righteousness. 


ecent govern- 


We believe a clear distinction in these matters 
will increase the effective witness of the Church. 
To, for any reason, state or imply that Christ is 
other than the only way to eternal life, is a fatal 
compromise. On the other hand, to refuse to co- 
' operate with any man or group of men which is 
sincerely seeking law and order may be to lose a 
real opportunity to stand for social — 


Idolatry 


The Easter-week news stories of the head of a 
broken image which supposedly wept tears when 
kissed by a little girl should remind ue afresh of 
the terrible system of idolatry practiced and pro- 
moted by Roman Catholicism. 


Every few months some such story is given 
circulation; telling of some supposedly miraculous 
act, or effect of an object of worship, in that 
Church. The ignorance, superstition and credulity 
of its followers are fanned into white heat and 
the power of the priests made stronger than ever. 


“Aids to worship” have become ‘idols, so that 
instead of God being the object of worship, it is 
some trinket or image made by the hands of man. 


When Protestantism emerged from the Dark 


/ 


urselves with’ 
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Ages she cast off the shackles of such idolatrous 
practices. Those who would use any man-made 


method or object to aid in worship should stop. 


and consider. God is a spirit: and they that wor- 
ship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth. 
The tendency of man to do otherwise is so in- 
grained in his unregenerate soul that one of the 
ten commandments goes into explicit detail and 
warning on this matter, 


These warnings were needed in the time of 
Moses. They were valid in the time of our Lord’s 
earthly ministry. They still hold good today. 

—L.N.B. 


DOCTRINE IN VERSE 
| By Edward F. Hills, Th:D. 


II. The Person And 
Work Of Christ . 


Copyright 1949 By 
Edward F. Hills, Th.D. 


1. 


Lord Jesus, Thee only Thee I love. 

Oh may I ever of Thy grace. 
-_ great Jehovah, bending low from heaven 
above. 

Within a human nature Thine eternal glory didst 
conceal, efface, 


‘From weary hearts sin’s heavy burden to remove 


And guilty souls within Thy pardoning love em- 
brace. 


Lord Jesus, high, unto Thy cross’s height, 

ie | foes did lift Thee up and left Thee there to 
ie. 

0 i who wast Thine heavenly Father’s dear 
elight, 

What torments of His anger from Thy silent bosom 
wrung that bitter cry, 

es mercy met wkh truth amid the noonday 
nignt 

And righteousness and peace did kiss themselves 
on high? 


3. 
Lord Jesus, Thou didst rise from out Thy tomb. 
Thou art the Prince of life, Thou art the death of 


death. 

O Thou whose everlasting Gospel lights the gloom 

Now by Thy Holy Spirit to Thy dying people sen 
new life and breath. 

Enlarge our narrow hearts, within them make Thy 
room, 

Oh be in us a fountain as the Scripture saith. 


4, 


Lord Jesus, come, swift as, the lightning’s brand, 
With thousands of Thy saints and scatter all Thy 
foes. ; 
O Thou that rulest time and seasons dost command, 
Return. Thou heavenly Bridegroom, hasten Thine 

appearing, banish all our woes. 
Is not the night far spent, eternal day at hand? 
Oh Jesus, Thou shalt bring that dawn when night 
shall close. 
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Is Free Enterprise Anti-Christian? 
t By Clarence Bouma * 
Professor Of Ethics 
Calvin Seminary 


This is the second installment bringing te com- 
pletion the argument begun in the April 1, 1949, 
issue under the same title, The gist of the argument 
in the previous issue may be stated in the following 
propositions: On the score of the right of private 
property the system of free enterprise, far from be- 
ing anti-Christian, is more in harmony with the high 
ethical demands of Christianity than any collecti- 
vistic alternative. The article was chiefly devoted 
to a discussion of seriptural proof for the soundness 
of the right of private property. In the following 
article it is argued that the sacredness of personality 


_ and the enjoyment of true liberty are safeguarded 
- and promoted by the economic system of free enter- 


prise. Reprinted by special permission from The 
Calvin Forum, February, 1949. 


II. On the score of the sacredness of human per- 
gonality the system of free enterprise, far from 
being anti-Christian, is more in harmony with the 
high ethical demands of Christianity than any col- 
lectivistic alternative. 


Every collectivist order is an attack upon the 
sacredness of personality, the rights of the indi- 
vidual. A collectivist order does not consider so- 
ciety as made up of persons, with individual rights, 
abilities, and possibilities. Socialism, and espe- 
cially Communism, uses the individual as a mere 
part of a larger whole, as a cog in a wheel. 


With a strange confusion tite previously men- 
tioned Christian Student Movement statement says 
of the system of free enterprise: “We feel this 
system has depersonalized men by its emphasis 
upon technology and production above the es- 
sential Christian regard for the worth of the indi- 
vidual.” If the statement means to ascribe this 
“depersonalizing” to the development of modern 
technology, it is, of course, entirely right. The 
machine age tends to make machines of us all and 
to kill individuality, originality, and distinctiveness. 

ut it must be added at once that this evil mechani- 

tion of life and persons exists under Socialism 
and Communism just as well, and just as much, as 
under the system of free enterprise. It is caused 
not by free enterprise; it is caused by the machine. 
Modern man will have to fight this evil under any 
economic order. It can hence not be an indictment 
of the capitalistic order of economic society, 


It is possible that the C.S.M. leaders meant that 
this “‘depersonalizing” is caused by a system of 
ruthless competition, in which the machine be- 
odenen the instrument in the hands of the owners of 
capital to crush out the life of the weak or to 


- make human beings mere extensions of the tools of 


production. If this is intended, there is some real 
point to the statement. There can be no question 
that under some forms of open and “free’”’ compe- 
tition in modern industrial society, with the mass 
production made possible by the machine, the 
individuals in a trade or industry have at times 
been treated as tools rather than as persons. But, 


if this is the intent of the statement, it must at 
once be pointed out that these evils have to a 
large extent been neutralized by the social legis- 
lation that has been passed in the more enlightened 
countries in which the system of free enterprise 
obtains. If one thinks of the rights which labor 
has obtained in recent years in the United States, 
he must in all honesty greatly qualify any such 
accusation as is implied in this statement. More- 
over, though these evils are attendant upon the 
free enterprise system, they are not inherent 
in it.s The very fact that in our country—not to 
speak of others—they have been largely neutral- 
ized is proof of this fact. It is, of course, — 
recognized here that for the introduction of suc 
reforms the capitalists in most cases do not deserve 
much credit, and that the poor laboring classes had 
to struggle for their rights. But this in no wise in- 
validates the statement that these evils can be elim- 
inated, and have been eliminated, without destroy- 
ing the system of free enterprise. 


And now, having recognized these facts, it must 
be pointed out that there is an unmistakable trend 
toward depersonalizing man precisely in every 
collectivist system. It is net merely an attendant 
evil accompanying such a system—it is inherent in 
the “system itself. That is why an enlightened 
capitalist order, the system of free enterprise as 
such, is more in harmony with the ethical princi- 
ples of Christianity than any collectivist system 
can be. In a collectivist system, the system is the 
thing—not the men who constitute the system. The 
deeper reason for this is that every collectivist 
system of the modern day is essentially material- 
istic and all materialism suppresses personality, 
individuality, the image of God in man. The deep- 
er underground of the modern trend toward 
depersonalizing of man is the theme of Leslie 
Paul’s penetrating book, The Annihilation of 
Man'2, though his interest and approach are phi- 
losophical and religious rather than economic. 


Also Walter Lippmann has spoken with real in- 
sight of.the degradation of man that has been 
brought about by the spread of modern Material- 
ism and Atheism with their apparently inseparable 
concomitants of collectivist economies, Historically 
the battle line is drawn unmistakably between 
Materialism, Absolute Idealism, and Atheism, 
coupled with personality-destroying collectivisms 
on the one hand, and. Christianity with its cham- 
pionship of free enterprise, grounded in the rights 
and duties of the individual man made in God’s 
image, on the other. Says Lippmann: ‘‘Collectivist 
regimes are always profoundly irreligious. For re- 
ligious experience entails the recognition of an in- 
violable essence in men; it cultivates a self-respect 
and a self-reliance, which tend at some point to 
resist the total subjection of the individual to any 
earthly power.” "He characterizes the Jeveling trend 
of all collectivism in thesé- words: “‘Collectivists are 
profoundly monistic in their conception of life, be- 
cause they regard variety and competition as evil. 
They look upon the state not as the dispenser of 
justice among the various interests of men,—for 


‘aHarcourt, Brace, New York, 1945. 
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the idea of justice involves the recognition of va- 
riety,—but as the creator of a unity in which va- 
riety of interest will have disappeared.’’13/ And 
Canon Barry, with his British background/ char- 
acterize’ the same evil in speaking of theAdeal of 
Bolshevism as “the organization of n-in-the- 
mass, the New Man, regimented and mechanized, 
which is to supplant the Christian tradition of men 
and women as individuals, with souls‘o save and a 
destiny to realize.’’14 


Individual Initiative, 
Thrift, Industry 


A valuable implication of this recognition of per- 
sonality on the part of the system of free enterprise 
and its suppression in every collectivist‘ setup, is 
the place assigned by each to individual initiative, 
thrift, industry, and the principle of rewarding 
each individual in accordance with his effort. 


The system of free enterprise champions and 
cultivates self-reliance and initiative, personal in- 
dustry and thrift, individual responsibility and ac- 
countability, the readiness to take a risk. ‘This is 
partly grounded in the recognition and esteem of 
the individual as a human being, and it comes to 


expression by the application of the sound principle - 


that each individual is rewarded in accordance 
with his effort and industry. But Socialism by its 
collective ownership of the means of production, 
and Communism, which extends the collectivism 
also to distribution and consumption, ug®dermine 
all these fine qualities. Those Utopian idealists 
who in the name of Christianity claim that man 
in the economic struggle ought to be unselfish 


enough to live not for his own advantage or that, 


of his family, but for that of the whole community, 
neither know human nature as created by God nor 
as it has been influenced by sin. The system of 
‘free enterprise, on the other hand, is both sound 
idealism and sound realism. 


The principle of reward according to effort is 
a sound principle and it is sound both economically 
and on the basis of Christian ethics. In the Selig- 
man-Nearing Debate on Capitalism versus Social- 
ism held in New York City in 1921 Dr. Seligman 
stated (and what he said about Russia in his day 
would apply equally to the subject before us to- 
day): “‘As regards the remuneration for labor, So-. 
cialism (read: Communism) preaches equal pay. 
A bonus, Lenin told us, was something only for 


bourgeois society. Equal pay means payment ac- 


cording to need. But unfortunately it is not pay- 
ment according to need but rather according to ef- 
ficient work that is really productive. Even in Rus- 
_ sia today, they have been compelled to give up 
their original plans of payment according to need 
and they now have developed the bonus system to a 
point even unheard of in the United States.”’'s 


The Scriptural 
Principle Of Reward 

That this is also a sound principle in the light of 
Christian ethics is clear to every student of the 
Bible. Every Bible student is familiar with the 
numerous passages which enjoin industry, thrift, 


13Op. cit., pp. 382 and 56. | 

14F, R. Barry, Christianity and the New World, 
p. 261. 

1isSeligman and Nearing, Debate on Capitalism 
vs. Socialism (Pocket Series Edition, Haldeman- 
Julius Company), p. 21. 


The Church’s Work 
At Montreat 


A total of 4,000 to 5,000 church leaders from 
all our sixteen states gather each summer at 
Montreat in some fifteen conferences and 
training schools arranged by the Executive 
Committees. Prayer together, the exchange of 
ideas in a ehurch-wide fellowship,,and earnest 
search for deeper insights and more excellent 
methods in Christ’s service, all combine to 
send these men and women back to their tasks 
‘of Christian leadership newly inspired and ~ 
better equipped for their work. 


The Executive Committees say that the con- 
ferences for which Montreat furnishes the 
place and the facilities are absolutely essen- 
tial for leadership training and for the enrich- 
ment and stimulation of the Church’s entire 
program. 


In addition to the official conference dele- 
gates, many others come to Montreat for rest 
and recreation combined with the inspiration 
of the conference programs, The total attend- 
ance during the season is in excess of 25,000. 


MONTREAT DAY 
ane May 22, 1949 


faithful application to one’s task, and which stress 
the principle of reward for one’s labor proportion- 
ate to the effort put forth, Though as over against 
God no sinful human being (and who is not a sin- 


ner?) has any real claim to make, nevertheless God 


has laid down the law of remuneration for in- 
corny fe of reward for faithful application to one’s 
task. 


Perhaps the finest and most impressive teaching 
on this subject anywhere in Scripture is found in 
our Lord’s parable of the pounds (Luke 19:12-26). 
The entire parable deserves careful study in this 
connection and we so commend it to the thoughtful 
student. Each servant is rewarded in accordance 
with the measure of his application, the “produc- 
tion” achieved, the degree of successful utilization 
of the ‘capital’ entrusted to him, who produced 
nothing is punished after the pound of his original 
“capital” is taken away from him. And when the 
Lord directs that this pound shall be given to the 
man who has been successful in making ten pounds, 
the objection is raised (whether in the parable 
or by some bystanders listening to Jesus’ dis- 
course is immaterial): ‘‘Lord, he hath ten pounds.” 
To which the Lord replies: “I say unto you, that 
unto everyone that hath shall be given; but from 
him that hath not, even that which he hath shall be 
taken away from him.” Luke 19:25, 26). These 


‘words do not mean that the poor ought to be made 


poorer and the rich richer, but they clearly mean 


‘that those who by thrift and industry apply them- 


selves to their task should be and will be rewarded 
accordingly, and that those who refuse so to do will 
even lose that which they had to begin with. This 
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teaching is doubly impressive as coming from the 


lips of our Lord, who in the oft unequal struggle 


between the rich and the poor was almost invari- 
ably on the side of the latter.t« 


The principle. of the value and inviolability of 
the individual and its concomitant of the reward 
to which each individual is entitled according to the 
measure of his industry and application lies deeply 
imbedded in the Scriptures and in all Christian 
ethics. On this score the system of free enterprise 
is-much nearer to the spirit of Christianity than 
any collectivist system can be. 


III. Om the score of the preservation and enjoy- 
ment of true liberty the system of free enterprise, 
far from being anti-Christian, is more in harmony 
with the high ethical demands of Christianity than 
any collectivist alternative. 


Let us finally focus this argument on the subject 
of freedom. Proponents of collectivism are wont 
to ridicule the freedom which the system of free 
enterprise claims to offer, At least this ridicule was 
common a few decades ago. And it must be granted 
that they could furnish much evidence of the pre- 
valence of economic slavery and suffering on the 
part of the lower classes under the traditional capi- 
talism existing in many countries. Professor Scott 
Nearing in the debate mentioned above depicted the 
condition of the workingman under capitalism as 
one of intermittent starvation and slavery. He linked 
the intermittent starvation with the periodic panics 
producing unemployment. And he told his audience 
that as long as an economic order obtained in 
which the non-workers in effect said to the work- 
ers: “You go work and earn bread and I will eat 
it,” this necessarily involved a condition of eco- 


nomic slavery for the workingman.'7 


Now I have fot the least desire to deny that bad 
conditions for workingmen have existed in the past 
in many countries and that these still exist in some 
today. Under a system of unrestrained competition 
and an industrial order with little or no social leg- 
islation to protect the weak from the strong, con- 
ditions have existed for a long time and in many 
cases still exist, which are a grave indictment of 
the community in which they are found. But be- 
fore anyone concludes that this is an indictment 
of the system of free enterprise as such and that 
some collectivist setup will remedy the situation, 
he may well stop and think and look at some hard 
facts. As such I would submit the following. 


1. The evils against which many sincere Social- 
ists have justifiably protested and which they 
would eliminate by a change of economic organi- 


16The thrust of the parable of the laborers in the 


vineyard (Matthew 20:1-16), each of whom receives 


the same reward though some of them have labored 
all day and others only one hour, is not in conflict 
with the teaching of the parable of the pounds. 
That: parable teaches that one is rewarded accord- 
ing to his effort and that each one must put his 
talerits to usury. This parable, however, teaches 
that all the saved will receive the same blessing of 
salvation, even though some are converted at the 
eleventh hour and others spend all their life in 
God’s service. “All alike will receive the reward 


of eternal life, whether they become disciples of. 


the Kingdom at an earlier or at a later period.” 
(W. C. Allen in International Critical Commen- 


tary, Matthew, p 215. See also Meyer's Commen- 


tary, Matthew, p. 352). 
170Op. cit., p. 24ff. 
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BAPTISM 


By Rev. John Scott Johnson, Ph.D. 


Fourth Printing, 27th thousand, 40 pages. 
Headings and subheadings make material eas- 
ily available for busy people. Keeps close to 
the Bible. Bible references cited are also 
quoted. 

Prices are low. $3:00 will supply 25 fami- 
lies; $10.00, 100 families. 


QUOTATIONS 


“John, a Jew, in baptizing the Lord Jesus, 
also a Jew, did it in the only way known to 
Law and Prophecy—by sprinkling.” P. 6. 

“Ezek. 36:25: ‘Then will I sprinkle clean 
water upon you.’” P. 9. 

“Is it thinkable that. God would have failed 
to give some clear and definite directions for 
the ordinance of baptism if it was to be dif- 
ferent from all the related types in the Old 
Testament, and different from the unmistak- 
ably related prophecy of Ezek. 36:25?” P. 11. 

“If it is ‘silly,’ as urged by Immersionists, 
to baptize a baby, then it was worse than 
silly—it was brutal—to mutilate an 8-days’ 
old baby by circumcision.” P. 24. 

“How, then, can the claim be maintained 

that baptism is always and invariably im- 
mersion when two out of three baptisms of 
Matt. 3:11 cannot be immersion?” P. 28. 
- “Not only-is the abserfce of the word ‘water’ 
from these passages in Romans and Colossians 
evidently intentional by the Holy Spirit, but 
the reading of it into them would seem to be 
an attempt to correct a supposed omission by 
the omniscient God.” P. 34. 


COMMENTS 


“Very helpful ... to those ... about to be 
received in the Church. The Elders of our 
Church, believing it ... the finest Biblical 
analysis ... of Baptism ... voted to purchase 
sufficient copies for each member.” From 
Rev. Arthur G. Slaght, Pastor of South Balti- 
more (Md.) Bible Church. 

“IT want a copy for every family in my 
Church.” From a Pastor in North Carolina. 

“Several ... say.it is the best they have 
ever read.” From an Elder in Fort Worth, 
Tex., who has made 2 orders for 8 each, and 
8 for 100 each (free copies for the vestibule 
of his Church). 

“Will meet real need. It’s great! Just along 
the line I have been looking for. Thank the 
dear Lord for this splendid piece of work.” 
From Rev. George Phillips, Pastor of South 
Philadelphia (Pa.) United Presbyterian 
Church. The Session of this Church ordered 
100 copies. 


Prices, transportation paid: 15c each; 2 for 
25c; 25 or more, 12c each; 100 or more, 10c 


‘each; 500 or more, 8c each. 


Ten orders for 500 copies each and one 
order for 2,000 copies have been received. 


For Sale By 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville ... North Carolina 


(The second printing of this Booklet was as a 
series in The Journal, 1942-1943.) 
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zation, are deep-seated evils in human. nature 
rather than environmental evils inherent in a sys- 
tem. There is no reason to believe that under 
Socialism these evils would not reappear, though 
in a different form and setting. “The Socialist 
naively argues,” says Waiter Lippmann, “that if 
all property were held in trust for all the people, 
all property would as a matter of course be ad- 
ministered in their highest interest.” ‘“But,” he 
points out, “there is nothing in the act of trans- 
ferring the ownership of productive capital to the 
community which offers any guarantee whatever 
that the official managers will not enrich them- 
selves and exploit the community.’ 


To say that these evils cannot be eradicated by 
changing the economic order is not in any way to 
palliate them. From the Christian point of view 


_these evils must be exposed and fought. Smugly 


complacent capitalists who, possibly with pious 
phrases on their lips, would ignore, minify or justi- 
fy such evils, are an abomination to the Lord. To 
them sermons should be preached on the‘ blistering 
passages in Amos and other Old Testament books 
and on the opening words of the fifth chapter of 


the Epistle of James, These evils must be recog- 


nized and must be fought along two distinct lines, 
viz., by direct action in their own economic com- 
munity on the part of Christians in positions of 
influence, and by enlightened social legislation on 
the part of the government. 


2. The curbing of the evils of an unbridled com- 
petitive system and of an industrial setup con- 
trolled by the machine and large scale production, 
has gone forward in recent decades in most coun- 
tries where free enterprise obtains today. Social 
legislation, first in many European countries, then 
also in our own country, has effected a tremendous 
improvement in the condition of the workingman. 
Although wages in many industries and trades are 
not yet what they ought to be and could be, and 
in such cases the fight for better terms and con- 
ditions must go forward, in the main we may say 
that the standard of living of the workingman 
especially in our country, is unusually high. An 
all that was effected under an economy of free 
enterprise, though it must be fully recognized that 
many—altogether too many—of_ the capitalists 
(whom the late President Roosevelt characterized 
as “economic royalists’) do not deserve much 
credit for its achievement. Yet it was achieved 
under the system of free enterprise. 


3. And over against this, what is the record of 
Collectivism? The vaunted liberty which the work- 
ingman was to enjoy under socialism and commu- 
nism has not materialized in the countries which 
have abolished the economy of free enterprise. In 
the debate mentioned above it was not hard for 
Seligman to read official statements of the Rus- 
Sian regime which were most devastating for the 
claims made on this score by his socialist o 
ponent.1® Not only did he signalize 
conditions as far as working hours and the like are 
concerned, but he quoted Russian government 
orders which betrayed the tyranny and slavery 
which existed in this country that was supposed to 
be a paradise for the proletariat. This is significant. 
The more so, because the world has learned much 
firsthand in recent decades about totalitarian tyr- 
anny, It is a fair question to ask, how many labor- 
ingmen in countries where the system of free enter- 
prise exists today would care to exchange places 
with the workingmen in Russia. 


1eOp. cit., pp. 75 and 74. 
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places emphasis on the fundamentals in education, 
maintains the highest scholastic standards, makes use 
of modern methods, and recognizes the value of voca- 
tional training. 


These advantages are offered under the finest spiritual 
sand cultural influences and at moderate cost. Discrimi- 
nating parents should investigate Belhaven. 


Write: G. T. Gillespie, President. 


The boasted liberties of Socialist and Communist 
agitators appear not to have been realized. And 
what is worse, in the place of the old regime that 
has- been overthrown there has appeared a new 
tyranny, the tyranny of the almighty state, the 
blight of totalitarianism. 


This is the new slavery. And it is the product of 
both Communism and National Socialism. The So- 
cialist, who began by dreaming his Utopian dreams, 
ends under the heels of the dictator. The country 
which gloried in the appeal of the Communist 
Manifesto to the working class to cast off its bonds 
and unite to achieve its freedom, is today ruled by 
the iron fist of a dictator who gives no account 
of his deeds. Mr. Armstrong reminds us of the 
words of Ortega y Gasset that “the Fascist and 
Syndicalist ideologies have introduced to modern 
Europe a type of man who does not want to give 
his reasons for his beliefs, or even to be right, but 
simply to have the power to impose his opinions.”’20 
All this is the very negation both of freedom and 
of the Christian Faith. 


The battle that is going on in every civilized 
‘country today if the battle between Christianity, 
democracy, and tfree enterprise on the one hand, 
and Marxian Atheism, dictatorship, | 
lectivist economy on the other. 


19Op. cit., p. 36f. 
zoHamilton Fish Armstrong, “We or They,” Two 
Worlds in Conflict, p. 138. | 


and a col- 


3 


Page 10 THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL May 2, 1949 | M 
EEE EEE EEE EE EEE EEF 
in 
in 
| wi 
= 
Sa 
ai Bi 
: 
n 
O 
gC 
t 
t 
n¢ 
m 
0 


Q. 9. What is the work of creation? 


A. The work of creation is God’s making all 
things out of nothing, by the word of His power, 
in the space of six days, and all very good. 


In the beginning God created the heavens and 
the earth. First there was only God who has life 
in Himself, and then God made all things by the 
word of His power. Stop and‘ think @f God as He 


was before He made anything and of everything 


else as made by Him and you begin to realize how 
complete is His rule and how great His power. 


The Greeks taught that there were two neces- 
sary and eternal beings, God and matter. The 
Bible says only God is eternal and necessary. 
Other thinkers imagined that the world or at least 
souls somehow emanated or came out of God and 
spoke of the soul as “a spark of the Infinite.” 
But the Bible tells us that God created out of 
nothing the souls as well as the bodies of men. 
Other people have thought of two gods, a good 
god and an evil god, and of sin and evil being in 
the world by the creation of this evil god. But the 
Bible tells us that God made all things and made 
them all very good. There is evil in the world 
now, but there was none here when God finished 
making it. God made the world good, we creatures 
by our sins against God have brought in all the 
evil and suffering that mar the world today. But 
God, who made things good in the beginning, 
will finally bring them back good again through 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Our hope of 
a new heaven and a neW earth in which dwelleth 
righteousness is in Him. 


God did not make everything at once but took 
a space of time to do it. The first chapter of 
Genesis tells us what God made,on each day of 
that certain week. How long these first days were 
we do not know. The whole week of creation is 
spoken of as “the day” off God’s creating the 
heaven and the earth (Gen. 2:4) and one day is 
with the Lord as a thousand years (Il Peter 3:8). 


Q. 10. How did God create Man? 


A. God created man male and female, after His 
own image, in knowledge righteousness and holi- 
ness, with dominion over the creatures. 


If you read the account of creation in the first 
chapter of the Bible you find that there is a change 
at the creation of man. At each point before this 
God simply speaks and by the word of His power 
it is done. Here God stops as it were and confers 
as if He were now to do a work that was distinct 
from and superior to all that He had made be- 


fore. “God said: Let us make man in oun own 


image, after our likeness . . . So God created\man 
in His own image, in the image of God eréated 
He him; male and female created He them,’ In 
the one only, living and true God there is a blessed 
fellowship, Father, Son and Holy Ghost. And so 
God made man male.and female that man might 
be a social being and not be limited to fellowship 
with the lower creatures. 
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By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D.. 
Columbia Theological Seminary 
Decatur, Ga. 
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Only of man is it said that God made him after 
His own likeness. God made man as like to Him- 
self as a creature can be. Thus man can live an 
intelligent, free personal life very different from 
that of the lower creatures. “The parts of the 
image of God impressed on man’s soul were knowl- 
edge on his mind, righteousness on his will, and 
holiness on his affections” (Boston). He under- 
stood as God does immediately and directly. Heaven 
lay all about man in the infancy of the race, He 
— God and his own relation to God and his 

uty. 


Moreover, his will .was set to obey God, to do 
the right and reject the wrong. This integrity 
of will rested on a holy love for God. Being pure 
in heart he saw God. °- 


With this high and holy character God gave 
man dominion over the creatures. The animals 
came to Adam to be named by him. As God reigns 
over all things so this godlike creature, man, was 
given the right to reign over the creatures. Here 
on this earth God put man to be the king over 
the creatures, the prophet who knew and spoke 
of God, the priest to offer to God the worship of 
the world. 


When He Crossed The Bar 


Written by Mrs. A. L. Turner in memory of her 
pastor, the late Rev. N. N. Fleming. 


Beneath the shade of maples 
And along the gravel walk 
We find our worthy neighbors 
Engaged in friendly talk. 
Neighbors from a-far 
And neighbors near at hand— 
Encouraged by the friendliness 
Of this fine Christian band. 


The pastor whom we love so dear 
Is passing through the crowd— 
A cheery smile—a hearty hand-shake— 
For those we are most proud. 
The pastor’s own dear family 
E’er mingle with the rest, 
And in many worthy projects 
Inspire us to our best. 


All is serene—all is calm, 
When out of the clear blue sky, 
As stealthy as a thief at night, 
We hear the sharp death cry. 
The cry of death you say? Ah, No. 
T’is the voice of the One we love 
Calling a world-worn traveler 
To the foot of the throne above. 


Would we, if we could, call him back 
To » life of worry and pdin? 

He has run the race well and we all know 
That the call from on high is his gain. 
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CHRISTIAN ATMOSPHERE 
LOW EXPENSES 


MONTREAT COLLEGE 
FOUR YEAR COLLEGE FOR WOMEN 
CONTROLLED BY THE MOUNTAIN RETREAT ASSOCIATION 


ONE OR TWO YEAR 
SECRETARIAL COURSES 


MONTREAT SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 


COLLEGE PREPARATORY SCHOOL 
(Accredited by Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools) 


Located in “The Land of the Sky” — Western North Carolina 
J. Rupert McGregor, President — Montreat, N. C. 


HIGH SCHOLARSHIP GOALS 
WORK SCHOLARSHIPS 


God’s Inspired Men F 


By Rev. J. E. Flow, D.D. 
Concord, N. C. 


“First of all you must understand this, that no 
prophecy of scripture is a matter of private in- 
terpretation, because no prophecy ever came by 
the impulse of man, but men moved by the Holy 
Spirit spoke from God.” 2 Peter 1:20-21 (R. V. S.) 
The above quotation seems to be a more accurate 
translation of Westcott and Hort’s Greek Testa- 
ment than the Authorized Version. We take it that 
the word men is used in the generic sense, for 


there were some women who moved by the Holy 


Spirit spoke from God. In the Old Testament we 
have Miriam the sister of Moses, who composed 
the song of deliverance at the Red Sea, and De- 


borah the prophetess who celebrated the deliver- , 


ance of Israel from the hand of Sisera. In the 

New Testament, we have Elizabeth, the mother 

of John the Baptist; Mary, the mother of Jesus; 

— in the temple, and the four daughters of 
ilip. 

Men from all the walks of life. with varied de- 
grees of human learning and intellectual power, 
from Moses who “was learned in all the wisdom 
of the Egyptians and a man mighty in words and 
deeds,”” to Amos the “herdman of Tekoa and a 
gatherer of sycamore fruit;’’ From the learned 
and scholarly Paul to the humble fishermen of 
Galilee; God chose and set apart to this holy task, 
not from one century or one generation, but from 
sixteen centuries and many generations. Jesus 
said to the twelve: “Ye have not chosen Me but 
I have chosen you and _ ordained you that you 
should go and bring forth fruit.”” We must bear 
in mind that God in His providence preparéd 
each messenger, giving him such training and ex- 
perience as would enable him to deliver just the 
message that God would have him deliver. If one 
writer has a different style and way of expressing 
his thoughts it is because God willed it so. “By 
his singular care and providence,” He prepared 
the messenger to deliver the message as well as 
the message he was to deliver. 

It will help us in the study of the subject of 
inspiration to remember that these men acted in 
a variety of different capacities, in revealing 
God’s will to men. There were some historians, 
some law-givers, some statesmen, some poets, some 
philosophers, some eye witnesses, some interpret- 
ers, some theologians, and some prophets. 


1, Historians: The writers of the historical books 


‘of the Old Testament and Luke the historian of 


the New Testament had much of the data and 
information in their hands, in the form of written 
documents and in the statements of eye witnesses. 
Their task, like that of any other historian, was 
to assemble and to sort out the historical inci- 
dents that were pertinent to the record they had 
in view. It was very important for them to know 
to leavé out as well as what to put into their 
history. The Spirit of God so guided them in the 
selection and exclusion of the material they had 
access to, and enabled them correctly to interpret 
the events of God’s providence in harmony with 
the mind of the Spirit. Conscious of their free 
agency they were led by the Spirit of God in re- 
vealing His Character and Will to men. We 
believe the historical parts of the Bible were in- 
spired as well as the devotional parts, in the 
plenary inspiration of the Scriptures. Paul says 
to Timothy, “All Scripture is given by inspira- 
tion of God” (A. V.) Or “All Scripture is in- 
spired by God.” (R.S.V.) Who am I? Who are you 
to say that only a part of the Scriptures are in- 
spired and part are not? Who is to say which part 
is and which part is not? “He that believeth on 
the Son of God hath the witness in himself; he 
that believeth not God hath made Him a liar; be- 
cause he believeth not the record that God gave 
of His Son.” I John 5:10. Making God a liar is 
dangerous business. 


2. Lawgivers: Moses was preeminently the great 
lawgiver of Israel and through Israel to the whole 
world. The principles of the civil law of Moses, to 
govern the children of Israel as a nation, are 
found on the statute books of every civilized na- 
tion in the world. The ceremonial law, which had 


to do with priests and sacrifices in the worship 


of the temple, was fulfilled in Christ and passed 
away. While the moral law of God as summed up 
in the ten commandments is of binding foree for 
time and eternity. It is the standard by which 
the wicked are to be judged in the Judgment day. 
While Moses gave laws to the people he was not 
author of those laws. He only received the laws 
and transmitted them to the people. In Exodus 
20 we read, “And God spake all these words, say- 
ing, I am the Lord thy God which have brought 
thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house 
of bondage ...” and there follow the ten com- 
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mandments which were spoken by the voice of God 
Himself from Mt, Sinai. What did Moses the in- 
spired man do in this instance? He wrote down 
the exact words that God Himself had spoken. 
Many, many times in the record it is said “and the 
Lord spake unto Moses saying,’ and there follow 
the exact words that God spake: “And the Lord 
said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou unto Me? 
a unto the children of Israel that they go for- 
ward.” 


It is very common for skeptics and their would 
be followers to scoff at what’ they call the 
‘‘mechanical theory” of inspiration. That is a man 
of straw. No intelligent person believes in such 
a thing. God does not use man as a machine or 


“automaton. But they further scoff at the “dic- 


tation” theory as if it could not be true. Suppose 
one of these men, “who seek to be wise above 
that which is written,” were charged with the task 
that Moses had on Mt. Sinai, would he revise 
or rewrite the ten commandments, and put them 
in his own language, or would he do as Moses 
did, write them down word for word as God com- 
manded? But what is that but dictation? Many 
times in the Bible especially in direct quotations 
the writers wrote the very words that were dic- 
tated to them. This of course does not apply in 
all cases by any means, but it does apply in many 
instances. The inspired writer sometimes acts as 
a stenographer or amanuensis. 


3. Statesmen: Amcng these inspired men of God 
were several great statesmen. For forty years 
Moses led the children of Israel through their 
wilderness journey, organized and trained a na- 
tion out of a people who had been downtrodden 
in slavery for two or three hundred years. He 
was followed by such giants as Joshua, Samuel, 
David, Solomon, and Daniel—men who were guid- 
ed by a wisdom that is from above and not of this 
world. God was well pleased with the prayer ‘of 
Solomon when he prayed for an understanding 
heart to be able to rule his people. These men in 
the exercise of their free will used the talents 
which God had given them in reliance upon the 
wisdom of God, for which they prayed, to guide 
them in the way they should go. 


4. Poets: Poetry comes from t Greek word 
poieo which means, I make. It is Something that 
is made, something created, in other words it is 
created literature—it is something added to the 
substance of things. Genuine poetry is something 
added to literature that enriches life itself. When 
we think of the poets we think first of all of David 
the sweet singer of Israel—though some of the 
radical critics'deny that David wrote any of the 
Psalms, and they expect us to believe that jus 
because they say so. , 


David wrote most of the Psalms and it is lyric 
poetry—that is it is adapted to music. He greatly 
enriched the worship of the tabernacle and the 
temple in the songs and anthems he prepared for 
the worship of God. The book of Job is the great- 
est drama in all literature. It is an Epie poem, 
it deals with a great event and delves deep into 
philosophy and theology to find the meaning of 
the mystery of human suffering in a world gov- 
erned by a wise and righteous God. We are not 
told who was the author, but we know he was 
a poet of the highest order and the scene is taken 
from patriarchal days. Moses might have found 
this book in the land of Midian where he spent 
the second forty years of his life. 


~ 


YTERIAN 


In Biblical poetry the Holy Spirit lifts the in- 
— writer into higher and higher realms of 
ought and emotion and enables him to clothe 
his great. and sublime thoughts into beautiful 
language with power to move*the soul. 


5. Philosophers: Solomon was an inspired man 
and the Scriptures tell us that he wrote three 
thousand proverbs and his songs were a thousand 
five. The Proverbs contain the highest degree of 
wisdom to be found in all literature. His wisdom 
came from God in answer to his prayer. The 
book of Ecclesiastes written by the preacher, the 
son of David, which of. course meant Solomon is 
the story of one who fried to find the goal of hu- 
man happiness in a world apart from God, and he 
came to the conclusion that all is vanity and vex- 
ation of spirit. “Let us hear the conclusion of the 
whole matter, Fear God and keep His command- 
ments for this is the whole duty of man, for 
God. shall bring every work into judgment with 
every secret thing whether it be good or whether 
it be evil.” The Book of James is considered a 
book of wisdom in the New Testament. The Spirit 
of God so guided the philosophers, among the 
sacred writers, that they gave us wisdom far be- 
yond the wise men of ancient Greece and Rome. 


6. Eyewitnesses: The writers of the New Testa- 
ment were preeminently eyewitnesses. Peter says 
“we have not followed cunningly devised fables 
when we made known unto you the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ but were eyewitnesses of His 
majesty.”” John says, “That which we have seen 
and heard declare we unto you.” Jesus said to 
them, “Ye shall be witnesses unto Me.” In the 
four gospels they often tell of the same incident 
but each one in his own way giving an indepen- 
dent and trustworthy testimony. Jesus promised 
them while on earth that He would send the Holy 
Ghost and He should teach them all things and 
bring all things té their remembrance that He had 
said unto them. 


7. Imterpreter and Theologian: In the New 
Testament God raised up one man highly endowed 
by native gifts and trained in human learning that 
He might use him to interpret the meaning of the 
life death and resurrection and the second coming 
of Christ. Saul of Tarsus, not only became the 
great missionary to the Gentiles but the great 
interpreter and theologian of the Christian Faith. 
he who wrote, “All Scripture is inspired by 

0 


8. Prophets: In the broad sense a prophet is one 
who speaks for God, but in a restricted sense it 
is confined to those who have the power to fore- 
tell future events. There is found in the Bible 
every figure of speech in the English language 
and one more. Professor Moulton has coined a 
word of it, and he calls it “Rhapsody.” In _ the 
rhapsodies of Isaiah, Daniel, and some of the other 
prophets human language attains its highest peak 
of literary beauty and spiritual value, while the 
holy man of God is lifted far above the things of 
earth and made to sit in the holy of holies, in 
heavenly places, while He beholds with panoramic 
view the coming glories of the Kingdom of Christ 
on earth, when men shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; 
when nation shall. not rise up against nation, nor 
kingdom against kingdom, and they shal! learn war 
no more; when peace shall flow like a mighty river 
and righteousness as the waves of the sea; when 
the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
glory of God as the waters cover the sea. 
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The beloved John, the seer o tmos, God 
drew aside the veil and showed hi heavenly 


city, the New Jerusalem, the final home of God’s 
redeemed people. He saw Jesus seated on the 
Great White Throne, an innumerable company 
of holy angels, and a multitude that no man can 
number, clothed in their white robes with palms in 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


their hands, of redeemed saints in glory who had 
washed their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the lamb. 


Thank God for the holy men of God who, act- 
ing in various capacities, revealed God’s will to 
man. 


Our Church’s Opportunity 
At Montreat 


By Rev. James L. Fowle, D.D. 


Chattanooga, Tenn. 


The growing importance of Montreat as a home 
of our General Assembly and as a great conference 
and training center for the Church is being in- 
creasingly recognized by all. God’s blessing upon 
us aS a growing, prospering group of His people 
has created a demand for enlarging our aecom- 
modations and intensifying our activities at Mon- 
treat. The importance of this cannot be over enf- 
phasized. We must recognize and meet the needs 
of Montreat because of what it means to our 
Church’s. life and work. 


In the course of a summer, some 25,000 Presby- 
terians come to Montreat. About five thousand 
of them are registered in the conference and lead- 
ership training schools conducted e4ch year. by our 
Executive Committees. The others come to com- 
bine rest and recreation with the inspiration of 
the programs and the church-wide fellowship which 
they find there. At Montreat workers from all over 
the church share their ideas and experiences. We 
talk together about our achievements, as well as our 
problems; about our successes. as well as our dif- 
ficulties. In the quiet and the beauty of Montreat’s 
setting, we draw strength from our prayers to- 
gether and from earnest consideration of the 
larger possibilities which face us in the whole 
range of the Church’s activity, The stream of in- 
fluence which flows from Montreat carries deep- 


ened conviction, renewed inspiration, and an in- . 


crease of practical skill in the Lord’s service to 
every area where our churches are at work. 


When something should be said with power to 
challenge the whole Church, Montreat is the place 
to say it. In launching the Program of Progress in 
1947, Col. Roy LeCraw’s words at Montreat, 
spoken before the succession of conference groups 
—men, women, young people, school and college 
leaders, religious education workers, Foreign Mis- 
sions, Home Missions, pastors and pastors’ wives— 
took fire in the hearts of men and women from 
' every area. Before the end of the summer, the 
whole Church had become aware of a great new 
challenge to its life and work. We could not spare 
Montreat from the Church’s working equipment. 


At present Montreat is rendering less than its 
possible service because certain things are lack- 
ing in its buildings and facilities. There is not space 
enough for the people who want to attend the 
larger conferences, and, as Montreat has grown, 
the water system, light and power, roads and ether 
facilities have become inadequate. 


It is important for the Church’s work that the 
new building, which replaces the Alba Hotel, be 
completed at the earliest possible moment. In 1948 
the Montreat office had to decline the reservations 


of 8,741 people who wanted to come, and by the 
‘middle of*January 1949, all available rooms for 
the Woman’s Training Scho8l this summer were 
already taken. It has been necessary to write more 


_ than 3800 women that there was no more space. This 


is more than a personal disappointment to the indi- 
viduals concerned. These men and women want the 
inspiration and training of the Montreat Confer- 
ences in order that they may serve better in their 
tasks of Christian leadership. It is a serious loss to 
the Church to turn them away. 


The trustees and directors have recognized that 


-the pressing need in the Church’s use of Montreat 


\s' to have more modest-priced accommodations 
available for conference delegates. The new build- 
ing will be a “conference building’ with rooms in 
the price range of Fellowship Building and College 


oe _— per day for room with connecting 
ath. 


There is no way in which Montreat can be made 


adequate for the Church’s use except through the 
gifts of the churches and of interested individuals. 
The General Assembly followed the recommen- 
dation of its Stewardship Committee in giving 
Montreat a place in the benevolence budget for 
Assembly’s Causes, and in authorizing the officers 
and trustees to seek, in a special campaign, a total 


' of $780,000 for clearing indebtedness, completing 


the new building and meeting other emergency 
needs. Montreat’s operating income, through the 
years, has covered operating expenses, but new 
buildings and enlarged facilities can only be pro- 
vided by gifts. 


Montreat Day, May 22, 1949, is a great oppor- 
tunity to make Montreat’s service better known, 
throughout. the Church, and to lay the foundation 
of information and interest which is necessary if 
the funds to meet the needs are to be raised. 
Those of us who are pastors have many things on 
our hearts and minds, but we are not too busy to 
see that the Montreat leaflets, which are being 
sent to ug are distributed in our churches. 


Because the Program of Progress and other spe- 
cial. projects were already before the Church, 
there was an understanding, when the Assembly 
approved the Montreat campaign, that there would 
be no synod, presbytery, or local church quotas. 
Contributions to Montreat are an entirely volun- 
tary matter, and are to come from churches and 
individuals who are interested.and want to help. 


Although no church is put under pressure by 
Montreat’s appeal, the needs are urgent and the 
special offering which was authorized for Mon- 
treat Day gives a fine opportunity for the im- 
mediate help which Montreat must have. It is 
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recognized that many churches concentrate their 
efforts on the budget only. We hope, however, that 
wherever it is possible, pastors and church officers 
will give their congregations an ortunity on 
May 22 to share in Montreat’s development. All 
church gifts through the budget and the special 
offering will go toward the $150,000 needed to 
complete the first wing of the new building. 


I am never afraid to present to my people a 
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new chance to invest some of the Lord’s money 
in furthering the Lord’s work. The more that 
men and women know about the Church’s activi- 
ties, and the: more they invest in them, the more 
interested and consecrated they are in their Chris- 
tian life and service. There is no danger that our 
Church will be impoverished by doing what is 
necessary at Montreat. Rather, it will impoverish 
us spiritually, and limit our service, if we fail to 
respond. 


A Labor Of Love And Helpfulness 


By Rev. Henry H. Sweets, D.D. 


A unique and needed service has been rendered 
to the Presbyterian Church in the United States 
in a quiet and effective way by “Geneva Hall” 
and “The Vacation Fund.” 


In the early days of the Mountain Retreat 
Association, which was brought into being and de- 
veloped «by the General Assembly of the Church 
it became almost impossible to secure room and 
board at this mountain side assembly “whither the 
tribes go up.”’ The expense made it impossible for 
‘many of the ministers gnd missionaries to secure 
the rest, the recreation, and the inspiration that 
was provided there for those who were to lead 
-the Church-in spiritual things. . r 


Our Church, while promising its workers a com- 
petent worldly maintenance that will keep them 
‘free from worldly cares and avocations” has 
often failed to do this and has frequently for- 
gotten the promise made the pastor “to furnish him 
with whatever they may see needful for the honor 
of religion and for his comfort among them.” 


At that time the attention of the Church was 
being called to the woefully inadequate provision 
for the aged and infirm ministers and mission- 
aries who had been forced to retire from labor and 
from income and to the inadequate provision for 
our home and foreign missionaries and Sunday 
School workers who were bearing the burden of 
the day and the scorching heat. 


Mr. C. E. Graham and others became deeply 
interested in this economic and efficiency prob- 
lem and in consultation with Secretary R. E, Magill 
of the Committee of Sunday School Work and 
Henry H. Sweets of the Committee of Ministerial 
Relief, it was decided to secure funds and erect a 
building that would provide office quarters for 
representatives of the four Executive Committees 
and living quarters for the overworked and under- 
paid seryants of our Church. Few efforts of our 
Church Tive been blessed with a more efficient 
and unselfish leader than Mr. Magill who gave 
to this movement his business ability, his tireless 
efforts and his loving and sympathetic under- 
standing. 


A lot was purchased in Montreat, at nominal 
cost, and the deed recorded in the name of the 
four Executive. Committees. The building begun 
in 1913 was almost completed when it was blown 
off its foundation during a fierce storm. The 
contractors revealed a fine spirit and at great 
sacrifice built the structure anew. The cost of the 
building and the necessary furnishings wgs $8,- 
949.08. Of this amount the following sums were 
paid by the Committees: Foreign Missions, $1,- 


550.00; Home Missions, $1,000; Christian Edu- 
cation and Ministerial Relief, $700; Publication 
Committee $1,341.85. The balance was raised 
chiefly by Mr. Magill from individuals and the 
Woman’s Auxiliaries and other organizations. 


It. was decided to call the building “‘The Chris- 
tian Workers’ Home’’—later changed to “Geneva 
Hall.” During the early years of the Institution 
the following Secretaries opened temporary offices 
in the building and with their wives acted, without 
salary, as manager and host: Rev. and Mrs, Henry 
H. Sweets, Rev. and Mrs. S. L. Morris and Rev. 
and Mrs. S. H. Chester. As the work grew and 
the duties increased making it impossible for these 
officials to give needed time and energy, 
widows of former pastors were employed for this 
service. Service of high order was rendered by 
Mrs. W. A. Alexander, Mrs. John R. Herndon and 
mene | Robert T. Coit who is now in charge of the 
work. | 


From the beginning it became a fixed policy to 
rent rooms at a nominal charge to members and 
friends of our Church when the space was not 
required for Vacation Guests. All revenues were 
used for the improvement of the equipment, in- 
surance, salaries-and necessary upkeep and re- 
pairs. 


It was soon discovered that a large proportion 
of the workers the -uilding was designed to serve 
could not attend the Montreat Conferences for 
lack of funds to pay for transportation, board, and 
gate fees. Mr. Magill in 1914 undertook the raising 
of a “Vacation Fund” to provide free engertain- 
ment for two weeks: for ministers and mission 
workers of low income. This work required a large 
amount of correspondence and much personal so- 
licitation. Without stint and without salary he 
threw himself into this work and often ‘declared 
that “serving these heroic and self-denying ser- 
vants of our Church has been a real privilege and 
a great pleasure.” 


The number of invitations increased each year 
—from forty in 1914 to 450 in 1948. For several 
years some of the guests have elected to go to 
Kerrville, Texas, or to Massanetta Springs, Vir- 
ginia. Some of these workers have not been able 
to make the journey to these conference grounds 
and appropriations have been made to provide 
rest and change at home or a place of their choice. 
The cost of such vacations have increased from 
an average of $20 to $50 in 1948. Careful investi- 
gation is made as to whom invitations shall be 
extended. Help is given by the Executive Commit- 
tees. The Presbyterial Committees of Home Mis- 
sions, the Commissions on the Minister and His 


May Page 15 


Page 16 


Work in the Presbyteries and the financial reports 
of the churches are studied. Care is taken to dis- 
tribute the benefits of the Fund over the entire 
Church and to different workers each year. 

When Mr. Magill retired as an Executive Secre- 
tary of the General Assembly in 1934, he moved 
to Montreat, superintended the reconstruction of 
Geneva Hall after the fire in 1936 and further de- 
veloped the work. Before his death on May 4, 
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1939, he requested Secretary Sweets to take over 
the work. This was ratified by the Executive Sec- 
retaries whose Committees hold title to the build- 
ing. On the retirement of Dr. Sweets in 1948, Dr. 
Wade H. Boggs, Executive Secretary of the Com- 
mittee of Christian Education and Ministerial Re- 
lief, 410 Urban Building, Louisville 2, Kentucky, 
has been selected as Chairman of the Board of 
Managers of Geneva Hall and the Vacation Fund. 


Sabbath School 


Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For May 15: Jesus’ 
Teaching On The Judgment 
Scripture: Mark 13: 14:3-9. Devotional Read- 


ing: I Thessalonians 5:1-11. ‘‘The Day of the 


Lord” is a familiar phrase to all those who reag 


and study their Bibles. This is “The day of man, 

when the exploits, inventions, and greatness of’ man 
are acclaimed, and we are apt to cry out, “Great 
is Man,” and worship the creature more than the 
Creator. 


“But the Day of the Lord will come.” It will be 
a Great Day: a day of grief and shame to the 
- wicked; a day of rejoicing and glory for all those 
who “love His appearing.” 


There have been many minor ‘Days of the 
Lord,” when His judgments and mercy have both 
been manifested. The time of the Flood was such 
a “Day”: the destruction of Sodom and Gomor- 
rah; the overthrow of. Pharoah in Egypt and the 
redemption of Israel; the Conquest of the Land of 


Promise; the Captivity of Israel and Judah. rt 
The great and final Day of the Lord so cometh)\ 


as a thief in the night, Paul tells us in our De- 
votional Reading, warning us to so live that this 
Day will not come upon us unawares. This Day, 
for the true Christian, is not a day of wrath, but 
of Salvation. 


Jeseus had a great deal to say about the coming 
Judgment. The “Olivet Discourse” fits in with the 
revelations made to Daniel, John on Patmos, and 
Paul. It is well to compare our lesson with the 
similar account in Matthew 24.* 


It may be divided into two parts: I. Prophecy, 
and II. Warning, and Exhortation. 


I. Prophecy: Mark 13:1-27. (Compare Matthew 
24:1-35). 


_ 1. The Occasion: 1-4. Jesus spent much of His 
_ last week on earth in and about the Temple, going 
back’ to Bethany to rest at night. The Disciples 
were showing Him the great stones and buildings 
much like we would show a visitor in Washington. 


He tells them that the day is coming when the 
Temple will be completely destroyed. This excited 
their interest, and Peter, James, and John ask 
Him privately, as He sat upon the Mount of Olives, 
when this dire prophecy would be fulfilled. Mat- 
thew intimates that the question is a threefold 
one; When shall these things be? and what shall be 
the sign of Thy coming and the end of the world, 
er age? If we keep this twofold, or threefold 
nature of the question and answer in mind, it 
will help us to understand what He said. Part 


of the Olivet Discourse is concerned with the De- 

struction of Jerusalem, and@ part with the signs of 

~ coming and the end of the world, or Judgment 
ay. 


2. Some General Conditions: Mark 13:5-13: Some 
of the outstanding marks of these ‘‘Last Days.” 


(1) A time of Great Deception. Many shall come 
in My name. We-can see how true this has bean, 
and is today. Almost every day we hear of soul 
new deceiver who has come claiming to be Christ, 
or some equally absurd assumption. We have our 


. Father Divines, our Bishop Graces, ,and many oth- 


ers. They deceive many, and make a “racket” out 
of religion. It seems strange that so many are 
so easily duped. 


_(2) There shall be “wars and rumors of wars.”’ 
Our Histories are made up largely of military 
campaigns; wars, and the consequences of wars. 
We who are living now have seen two World Wars, 
to say nothing of minor conflicts, and live in 
constant dread of another. There is fighting in 


' many places after a nominal peace has been pro- 


claimed, and a “Cold War” between the two lead- 

ing nations, which may turn to a “Hot War’ at 

any moment. Our Savior knew what He was talk- 

ing about when He said, “Wars, and Rumors of 
ars.”’ 


(3): Earthquakes, Famines, Troubles. All who 
read, or listengto the radio need no further comment 
on this statement. 


(4) The Gospel shall be published among all 
nations. The Church has in most ages been a Mis- 
sionary Church, and in these latter years the Word 
of God has been translated into almost every 
language and dialect, and thousands of Missionaries 
ng forth to proclaim the Good News to all 
people. 


(5) A Time of Great Persecution, beginning 
w.th the Disciples, and coming down to our present 
day. Some Christians thought that the days of 
apres eee were over some thirty years ago, but 
we see now how mistaken they were. The Church 
may be facing its greatest persecution in the near 


\. pt Asi if Communism dominates the larger part 


f Asia and Europe. 


3. The Destruction Of Jerusalem: Mark 13:14- 
23. The predictions in these verses seem to have 
been fulfilled, in a large degree at least, in the 
destruction of Jerusalem. History tells us that there 
were not enough crosses to hold all those who were 
crucified when Titus destroyed the city some forty 
years after these words were spoken. This was a 
terrible time of suffering for the Jews who had 
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cried out, “‘His blood be on us and on our chil- 
dren.”” This was another “Day of the Lord” when 
awful Judgment came upon the nation which had 
rejected and crucified their Savior and King. 


He inserts another warning here about false 
Christs and false Prophets. In a time like this 
there are sure to be many such deceivers, but 
they have been manifested in all ages. 


4. Signs In The Heavens: Mark 13.:24-27. These 
“signs” are to come after the tribulation of those 
days. The sun is to be darkened, the moon shall 
not give her light, and the stars of the heavens 
shall fall. The Son of man will then be seen comin 
in the clouds with great power and glory, an 
the elect shall be gathered from the uttermost 
parts of darth to the uttermost part of heaven. 


So much for the Prophecy about the Judgment. 
We now turn to the application to ourselves. What 
sort of people are we to be, seeing that we know 
of these things? How shall we be ready for that 
Day to come 


Il. Warning And Exhortation: Mark 13:28-37. 


1. Parable Of The Fig Tree: 28-31. While we 
cannot “‘set dates’ we should be able to under- 
stand the “Signs of the Times.” Jesus tells us 
that when we see certain “signs” we are to be 
sure that it is near, even,at the door. We can tell 
when Summer is near by the budding of the fig 
ree; so we can tell when His Coming is near by 

e fulfillment of the signs. In a general way 

ny of these have been fulfilled; of some we 
cannot be sure; others are still in the future. All 
thinking people, who believe the Bible, must realize 


that the Coming of the Lord draws near. There 


are scoffers, as Peter says there would be in the 
last days, who ridicule this “Blessed Hope,” and 
call all who believe, ‘‘Pessimists.” Personally, I 
feel that we are the only “Optimists” who have a 
real foundation beneath their feet. 


Notice the certainty of these things: “Heaven 
and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not 
pass away.” 


2. Our Ignorance Of The Times: Verse 32. He 
has told us of the Certainty of the Event: He now 
warns us against “setting dates.” It is strange, in 
the face of this verse (See also Matt, 24:36,42,49, 
and Acts 1:7), that there have been so many who 
have tried to set dates for the Return of our Lord. 


3. Our Duties And Respongibilities while our 
Lord “delays His Coming.” Verses 33-37. 


(1) We are to Watch: be on the alert. This 
word was often on the lips of our Master. We have 
become familiar with it_during these days of air 
alarms when we are “alerted” by the signals so 
that we can flee to the air shelters. Even when 
there is no war, the word is used a great deal. The 
weather bureau will send out a warning of an im- 
pending storm, or cold wave. 


All of us know of a surety that this Day is 
coming: it is much nearer now than when these 
words were spoken, when the intervening time 
was called “short”. (Remember that one day is 
with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thou- 
sand years as one day). 


Every Christian should be on the alert: our 
enemy is busy. 


(2) We are to Pray: watch unto Prayer. 
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(3) We are to Work: “to every man his work”: 
not sit with folded hands, but be busy winning 
souls; he that winneth souls is wise. 


Lesson For May 22: With Jesus | 
In The Upper Room 


Scripture: Mark 14:12-26; Luke 22:7-38. De- 
votional Reading: I Corinthians 11:23-29. In con- 
nection with our Lesson the account as given by 
John in his Gospel ought to be read and studied. 
He gives much additional material: the beautiful 
Discourses, His High Priestly Prayer in Chapter 
17, and the incident of the washing of the Dis- 
ciples feet. When the seventeenth chapter is read 
it makes one feel that he is in the “Holy of Holies.” 


The main study for today is the Lord’s Supper, 
the account of which is given in all three of the 
Synoptic Gospels, and in I Corinthians 11:23-29, 
(the Devotional Reading). Paul, in these so fa- 
miliar verses not only gives the “‘words of insti- 
tution,” but adds a very solemn admonitioh and 
warning: “‘Wherefore whosoever shall eat of this 
bread and drink of this cup, unworthily, shall 
be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. But 
let a man examine himself, (prove himself), and 
so let him eat of that bread and drink of that 
cup.”’ The Corinthian Christians had been observ- 
ing the Supper in an irreverent, selfish and thought- 
less manner, making it almost a drunken feast. He 
warns them that some of them had already been 
visited with the judgment of God because of this 
unseemly and sacrilegious custom. 


There is a most practical lesson for us in this 
warning. The old practice of “Preparatory Serv- 
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ice” is a good one: certainly each of us ought to 
“prepare” ourselves for this sacred Sacrament. A 
thoughtless and irreverent observance of it is as 
sinful now as in the days of Paul, The chastening 
of the Lord may not b2 as evident as in his day, 
but a careless attitud) may deaden and harden 
our spiritual life, instead of being a blessing and 
a “means of grace.”’ 


These verses constitute one of the “Battle- 
grounds” of the Church. We have a definite break 
here with the Roman Catholic Church, and there 
are a variety of interpretations among Protestants. 
Martin Luther and Zwingli differed on this and 
did not find a common ground. The view of the 
Reformed and Calvanistic Churches is stated for 
us in our Catechisms and Confessions. (See Short- 
er Catechism, Q 96, 97; Larger Catechism Q 168- 
175 for our own view). 


I. The Preparation For The Passover: Mark 
14:12-21; Luke 22:7-18. For the meaning of the 
Passover turn back to Exodus 12:1-28. It was the 
most important and impressive of all the Jewish 
Feasts, and is still observed by orthodox, uncon- 
verted Jews. 


There is a sort of double preparation: (1) the 
getting ready of the room and the materials for 
the Passover, and (2) the preparation of the dis- 
ciples by the examination of their own hearts. 


Jesus sends two of His disciples with directions 
as to finding the place—a large upper room— 
and the necessary “making ready.” 


But there was a heart-searching which was even 
more important. As they sat and did eat Jesus said, 
Verily, I say unto you, one of you: which eateth 
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with Me shall betray Me. Then follows the question 
passed from one to the other, “Is it ’’? He points 
out the traitor. If we include the scene described 
by John (Chapter 13), the washing of the disciples 


this’’: take the bread and the fruit of the vine 
and eat and drink as they did in the Upper Room. 
What a beautiful way to “Remember Him”! To 


‘ remember especially His “Broken Body’; marred, 


feet and the conversation connected with this, - 


the warning to Peter and the others, there is a 
great deal of preparation which was internal and 


spiritual. 


II. The Institution Of The Supper: Mark 14:22- 
26; Luke 22:19-20, It was while they were eating 
the Passover that He instituted the Lave's Supper, 
one of the two Sacraments recognized by the 
Protestant Church. We try to preserve a mechani- 
cal ‘‘oneness” in the Church by observing World 
Communion Sunday, and it has its value, but the 
junuamental differences are so great, that there 
is no real unity between Roman Catholics and 
Protestants. The Roman Catholic “Mass” is a very 
different thing from the simple Supper as insti- 
tuted by our Lord, and as observed in most Pro- 
testant churches. 


III. Its Meaning And Message: Mark 14:22-25; 
Luke 22:17-20; I Corinthians 11:23-29. (Devotion- 
al Reading). When the children would ask of 
their parents, What mean ye by this service, the 
Israelites were to tell them the meaning of the 
Passover. (See Exodus 12:26-27). Do not our chil- 
dren often feel like asking the same question? 
Are we'able to tell them what it means? 


1. It Is A Memorial Service: “Do this in remem- 
brance of Me.” Our Lord did not tell us to build 
Him some great monument, like the Washington 
Monument, or the Lincoln Memorial, or the one we 
have to the Unknown soldier, but simply to “do 


and scarred, and pierced; His face was marred 
more than any man: and the “Shed Blood’’—His 
life poured out as a ransom for many,/for the 
remission of sins. There is much to remember about 
Him, but the most important and precious is 
His sacrificial and substitutionary death; as Paul 
puts it in five words: “Christ died for our sins.” 


2. It Is An Examination Service: “Let a man 
examine himself.” What is our relation to our 
Savior? Is there something between us and Him? 
Can we sing with a clear conscience, “Nothing 
between’’? Is there sin unconfessed and unfor- 
given? Is our faith in Him growing stronger as 
the days go by? Do we have faith and knowledge 
to discern the Lord’s Body? Is our love for Him 
increasing? Do we enjoy blessed fellowship with 
Him? Have we surrendered our will to His will? 
A great many questions might come into our 
minds and hearts as we think of our personal re- 
lationship to Him. Self-examination, under the 
searching power of the Holy Spirit is a much need- 
ed and most valuable exercise. Christians used to 
consider this one of the requisites of a sincere 
Christian experience, 


3. It Is A Communion Service; or Fellowship 
Service: “Drink ye all of it. Surely the Roman 
Catholic Church has destroyed this part of its 
meaning, when the priest alone partakes of the 
wine. We say we believe in the “Communion of 
Saints’: here is one way to prove it. The ground 
is not only “level around the Cross,’”’ where we are 
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all saved as sinners, by grace, but the ground is 
level also around the Lord’s Table: there must 
be no distinctions made. The Duke of Wellington 
went forward to kneel for the Communion, and a 
poor servant went up and was about to kneel be- 
side him, when an usher started to make him wait. 
The Duke put his arm around the man and said, 
are all equal here.” 


4. It Is A Preaching Service: “Ye do show forth 
the Lord’s Death.”’ This is a “Silent Sermon” of 
tremendous significance and Power. “We are tell- 
ing the World’”’ that Christ died for our sins, and 
that we have accepted that death as ours. We talk 
about ‘‘Doctrinal Sermons’’; here is one of the 
most fundamental doctrines of the Christian Faith. 


There are many ways of preaching the Gospel, 
but here is one way in Which every member of the 
Church can preach. Just as the keeping of the 
Passover was a continually recurring message to 
all Israel that God had redeemed His people by 
blood from the slavery of Egypt, so the Lord’s 
Supper is our united testimony to the glorious 
fact that we have been redeemed not with cor- 
ruptible things as silver and gold, but by the 


precious blood of Christ, as of a Lamb without® 


spot or blemish. We are proclaiming to our un- 
saveg sinner-friends that a new and living way 
has now been prepared, and inviting them to “‘come 
and join this holy band and on to glory go. 


One of our oldest teachers in a Seminary re- 
cently said that if he had his ministry to live over 
again, he would preach Christ and Him crucified 
more than he had done. Paul found out this fact 
centuries ago. 


5. It Is A Covenanting Service: ‘This is the 
blood of the New Testament” (Covenant). God is 
a Covenant-making and a Covenant-keeping God. 
Our — fore-fathers signed their covenant with 
their blood: Jesus signs this one with His blood. 
He engages to save us from our sins; we promise 
allegiance. 


6. It Is A Prophetic Service: ‘Till He comes.” 
Would that we had space to enlarge on this glorious 
theme; “That Blessed Hope” of world and Church. 


It all centers in Him: Take all six “looks”: all 
speak of Him! 


Lesson For May 29: Watching And 
Praying In Gethsemane 


Scripture: Mark 14:32-52; Luke 22:39-54. De- 
votional Reading: Matthew 6:1-8. Jesus prayed 
much while on earth. If He, the Son of God, needed 
to pray, then our need is far greater. As in all 
other matters, He left us a holy example. 


A good preparation for this lesson might be to 
think of some of His prayers. Here is a list given 
in Halley’s Pocket Bible Handbook, page 366: 


At His Baptism, Lk. 3:21; In a solitary place, 
Lk. 1:35; In the wilderness, Lk. 5:16; All night, 
before choosing the Twelve, Lk. 6:12; Before His 
invitation, “(Come unto Me,”’ Mt. 11:25-27; At the 
feeding of the five thousand, Mt. 14:23; When He 
eh the Lord’s Prayer, Lk, 11:1-4; At Caesarea- 

hilippi Lk. 9:18; Before His Transfiguration, 
Lk. 9:28-29; For little children, Mt. 9:13; Before 
the raising of Lazarus, Jn. 11:41-42; In the Temple 
Jn. 12:27-28; At the Supper, Mt. 26:26-27; For 
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every recorded prayer Jesus addressed God as 
‘*Father’’—so different from the st#fed, bombastic, 
labored, lofty, and ponderous dpenings of many 
“pastoral” prayers.”’ 


Jesus taught the disciples how to pray, and how 
not to pray in the Sermon on the Mount, and gaye 
them a model prayer—the Lord’s Prayer; later 
He taught them other things about prayer, espe- 
cially that they should _—_ in His name. They 
had seen Him pray, and heard His voice as He 
communed with His Father. In the Upper Room 
they had listened to His great High Priestly prayer. 


In the Garden of Gethsemane we have prayer 
from a soul in agony, “with strong crying and 
tears.”’ I heard one of our great preachers say that 
he thought Jesus suffered more in the Garden than 
He did on the cross. Certa.nly, we see the travail 
of His soul, as the sweat, like drops of blood, ran 
down His face. Again, as in the Upper Room, we 
are on very holy ground. 


Il. The Place: Mark 14:32; Luke 22:39. “Geth- 
semane (an oil press). On the western slope and 
‘near the foot of Mount Olivet (Lk. 22:39) was the 
garden that lies in an angle formed by the road 
that divides into two roads. It is nearly square 
and is now enclosed by a wall. The genuineness of 
the site is well established. It contains eight vener- 
able olive trees, centuries old and carefully pre- 
served. They still yield fruit, the oil of which 
brings a high price. While Titus cut down the 
trees about Jerusalem, it is possible that these 
eight trees are reproductions of those in the garden 
in the time of our Lord. We know from Luke 
and John (18:2) that Jesus often resorted thither 
with His disciples. This the scene of the agony 
of the Son of God just preceding His Passion has 
pine) this forever a sacred spot.” (Analytical 

ible). 


‘Tis midnight, and on Olive’s brow = 
The star is dim that lately shone: 

‘Tis midnight, in the garden, now, 
The suffering Saviour prays alone. 


’'Tis midnight, and from all removed, 
Emmanuel wrestles alone with fears; 

E’en the disciple that He loved . 
Heeds not His Master’s grief and tears. 


‘Tis midnight, and for others’ guilt 
The Man of sorrows weeps in blood; 
Yet He that hath in anguish knelt 
Is not forsaken by His God. 


’Tis midnight, and from heavenly plains 
Is borne the song that angels know; 
Unheard by mortals are the strains 
That sweetly soothe the Savior’s woe. 


II, The Approach: Mark 14:32-35; Luke 22:39- 
41. When He comes to the Garden He leaves all 
except three of the disciples near the entrance, 
and takes the “inner circle’’ a little farther into the 
Garden, and began to be sore amazed and to be 
very heavy (sore troubled). The three, Peter, James, 
and John had witnessed His transfigured glory 
on the Mount, and now they see something of His 
terrible agony in the Garden. 


III. The Prayer: Mark 14:35-39; Luke 22:41-45. 
I wish to quote at length from Lenski’s splendid 


May 2, 1949 
Peter, Lk. 22:32; For the Disciples“and others, 
John 17; In Gethsemane, Mt. 44; On 
| 
f 
a 
fi 
n 
a 
h 
Ww 
fe 
in 
of 
Wwe 
Si 
ho 
Jes 
ou 
re 
dez 
Jes 
cu 
wit 
ind 
life 
of 
of 
the 
All 
da 
His 


SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


“Interpretation of Luke,’ Pages 1146 to 1147: 


“And He tore Himself away from them about 
a stone’s throw and, having knelt down, con- 
tinued praying, saying, Father, if Thou art willing, 


take this cup away from Me; nevertheless, let 


not My will but Thine go on being done”! 


“Luke gives only a summary account in these 


verses. The verb is passive, but middle in sense: 
‘He tore Himself away from them.’ We see what 
jt cost Him to leave the disciples in the great 
battle *that His soul was now fighting. But He 
Himself must fight it alone, they could not help 
Him. Luke speaks only of the disciples and says 
nothing about the three Jesus kept near Him. 

His withdrawal for a distance that one can throw 
a stone (accusative of extent) refers to the dis- 
ciples He had left near the entrance, while the 
‘little’ of Matthew and Mark refers to the few 


aces He had withdrawn these three saw and 


eard all that the synoptists’ report about the 
agony. Heb. 5:7 also adds the detail that Jesus 
prayed not merely aloud, but with “strong crying 
and tears.”’ Luke states that Jesus knelt for His 
praying, the others that He fell on His face. Both 
are true, first He knelt, then He sank prostrate; 
He may also have raised His body now and again. 
Luke has the imperfect “He continued praying” 
without distinguishing the three separate acts of 
prayer. 

On Golgotha “My God, My God” was wrung 
from Jesus’ lips, here it is still “Father” the voice 
of the Son in His intimiate relation to this Father. 
Yet the pain and distress of this ery “Father” 
are those of the Son in His humiliation. From the 
first word onward all the Son’s praying was the 
most perfect submission to His Father’s will, Even 
a mere hint that He could not or in some way 
would not submit is absent. It is the Son in His 
humanity who prays thus; all His Passion was 
suffered by way of His human nature. The 
word “cup,” here used figuratively, does not re- 
fer merely to its contents, but to its bitter, burn- 
ing, deadly contents. The verb means “bear it by 
Me’”’ so that I will not need to drink it. 


The agony in Gethsemane will always remain 
full of mystery for us, because of the mystery 
of the union of Christ’s two natures. For one thing, 
we have no —— of what sin, curse, wrath, 
death meant for the holy human nature of Jesus. 
Sinless, He should not die; and yet, sinless and 
holy, He willed to die for our sin. The death of 
Jesus was far different from that of the courage- 
ous martyrs. They died after Jesus’ death had 
removed their sin and guilt, the sting of their 
death was removed through Christ’s death. But 
Jesus died, being made sin for us, being made a 
curse for us, the sting of death penetrating H.m 
with-all its damnable power. The world’s sin had, 
indeed, been assumed by Jesus during His whole 
life, but here in Gethsemane the supreme moment 
of that assumption had come. With the coming 
of Judas and his band Jesus actually stepped into 
the death that was to atone for the World’s sin. 
All that is horrible, unspeakable, hellish and 
damnable in our guilt rose up to meet Him, and 
His whole nature shrank from the contact.” 

“My sins, my sin, my Saviour! 
Their guilt I never knew 
Till with Thee in the desert 
I near Thy passion drew: § 
- Till with Thee in the garden 
I heard Thy pleading prayer, 
And saw the sweat-drops bloody 
That told Thy sorrow there.” 
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IV. The Betrayal And Arrest: Mark 14:43-52: 
Luke 22:47-54. These follow immediately, and 
form part of our Lesson, but our space is already 
more than taken up. 
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Young People’s Department 


Young People’s Program 
Topics For May 


(For the next three Sunday evenings our pro- 
grams center around the subject of “learning to 
worship.” The aim is to find out what worship 
really is and how we may better perform our duty 
in Youth Fellowship, in Church and in our own 
individual lives.) 


May 15: Does OurFellowship 
Worship God? 


Suggested Program Outline 


Call to Worship: Oh come, let us worship and bow 
down; let us kneel before the Lord our Maker; 
for He is our God, and .we are the people of 
His hand.”’ 


Hymn: “Holy, Holy, Holy.” 


Scripture: Ps, 119:1-16 (Notice every verse has 


a statement about the Word). 
Leader’s: Introduction. 
Talks. 
Conclusion. 
Hymn: “Dismiss Us With Thy Blessing, Lord.” 


Prayer. 
Leader’s Introduction 


We are primarily interested in learning God’s 
revealed method for us to follow-in worshinning 
Him. What is true worship? Dr. Stuart Robinson 
in his excellent little book “The Church of God,” 
says, “The primary conception of all worship is 
that of an intercommunication between man and 
God.” Using this definition as a foundation for 
our program tonight we want to observe a few 
things about the Bible which makes it an instru- 
ment of communion with God. oO 


Talk Number 1 


What Is The Bible? Someone may say that is 
a silly question! We all know what the Bible is 
and there is no need in our going into a discus- 
sion about it. But wait a minute, Do we know 
what the Bible is? (You may pause here and 
ask for some one to volunteer a brief and simple 
definition). Let us not take too much for grant- 
ed. It is true that we all ought to know what the 
Bible is, but maybe we do not know all that we 
should know. The Bible is so important to any 


part of worship that we need to know just what 


it is before we are able to use it in our worship 
programs. The most simple and yet: most com- 
prehensive definition of what the Bible is may be 
found in section 2 of the first chapter of the 
Westminster Confession of Faith. There we read 
that the Bible is ““‘The Word of God written.’ 
This means that God has been pleased at sundry 
times and in many ways, to reveal Himself, and 
to declare His will to men. It means also that God 
has so directed things that His truth would be 
agg down in a book and that book is the 

ible. - 


It is also very important for us to remember 
that God in directing the writing of the Bible has 


given us not only what He said *o men, but we 
have also what certain men have said to God. The 
Bible is an infinite dialogue, the voice of God 
speaking to mankind, and the voice of mankind 
answering back to God. The Bible, then presents 
us a pattern of the wonderful intercommunication 
of man with God and God with man which is the 
very heart of real worship. 


Talk Number 2 


Why is the Bible an effective instrument in 
teaching us to worship God? The reason is obvious, 
because of what the Bible is. If the Bible is the 
Word of God written; if it is an infinite dialogue 
between man and God; if it is a full revelation of 
God’s will to mankind, them no one who really 
believes all this- about the Bible will ever doubt 


*but that it is very important as an instrument for 


the worship of God. 


There is another thing, however, that we must 
remember about the Bible. The Bible speaks with 
absolute authority. It is the revelation of the 
truth and thus it is the final authority in all re- 
ligious matters. Just as a stranger travelling across 


‘~an unknown land needs a map and a chart to guide 


him along the way, so we must have the Bible to 
direct us to worship God : 


Talk Number 3 


How is the Bible an instrument in teaching us to 
worship God? Because the Bible clearly teaches us 
about God and what duty He requires of man, it is 
therefore indispensable in the worship of God, Let 
us look at a few of the teachings of the Bible 
directing us how to worship God. 


1. The .first thing God shows us which guides 
our worship of Him is that He is Sovereign Lord 
and thus has the right to require our full devotion 
to Him. This is clearly shown in the doctrine of 
the first commandment. “I am the Lord Thy God, 
which have brought thee out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of. bondage. Thou shalt have no 
other gods before Me.’’ Here God asserts His au- 
thority and right of giving commands, and thereby 
lays His chosen people under a necessity of obey- 
ing them. The very name LORD, designates His 
authority and legitimate domination. The Lord 
also in the first commandment recites His kind- 
ness to the people which, when they think upon, 
would excite them to worship Him. They were 
under miserable bondage in the land of Egypt and 
God by mighty miracles delivered them. For this 
reason, then they ought to consider Him and Glorify 
His name for His kindness to them. 


2. The second thing that God shows us in His 
Word which directs us how to worship Him is that 


we are sinners. The brilliant light of God’s Holy . 


law when it shines directly upon our hearts reveals 
us as unfit for any intercommunication with Him. 
Our hearts are darkened by sin. Our minds are 
filled with all manner of wicked thoughts. Daily 
we find ourselves doing things which are in di- 
rect contradiction to God’s pure standard. The 
Apostle Paul discovered this when he said, “For 
by the law is the knowledge of sin. . . I had not 
known sin, but by the law: for I had not known 
lust, except the law had said, ‘Thou shalt not 
covet ...’” Again, “For all have sinned and come 
short of the Glory of God .. .’’ God teaches us 
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, that we are sinners and this is very important for 
us to know and feel because we cannot worship 

God properly unless the sin question is. rightly 
| dealt with. As sinners we tend toward corrupting 
| _. the worship of God as the people Paul speaks about 


in Romans 1:18-32 (read this from the Bible). 


3. The third thing God shows us in His Word 
4 which is absolutely essential in the act of worship 
is that Christ is our Saviour. Our communion with 
God is through Christ and it is only through Him 
that we can truly worship God. “There is ene God 
and one mediator between God and man, the man 
Christ Jesus.” Thus in all of our thoughts about 
worship we should have Christ uppermost. There 
should Hever be a Fellowship program or a ership 
service where His name is not reverently use 


Talk Number 4 


When Should We Use The Bible? There should 
never be a program planned in our Fellowship 
without the use of the Bible. It is important that 
we have hymns. It is important that we have prayer. 
It is important that we have other things to assist 
our worship, but none of them is as important 
as the Bible. Without the instruction of Scripture 
all these other means may be corrupted and we 
would turn from true worship to false. The worship 
patterns in the New Testament are very simple. 
They did not have very many forms, they certainly 
did not have great churches with windows, and 
pictures, and figures. But they did have the most 
important means and that was the very words of 
Jesus to them. When we plan our Fellowship Wor- 


, ship’ Programs let us always see to it that we 

; have plenty of Scripture and that we follow the 

; scriptural pattern. The simple form of Isaiah six 

t makes a perfect plan for a worship service: There 

2 you have God first, then man as a sinner. and next 
man as cleansed from his sin, and finally man 

, going out to serve God. 

: Leader’s Conclusion 

¢ _ Let this conclusion be in the form of a discus- 

i sion on ways to use the Bible in a Worship Service. 

t, Possibly the group could turn to Isaiah six and 

0 read through it and find the order of worship as 

2. outlined there, and plan a worship service from 

yy that passage. 

a Concluding Hymn and Prayer: “Break Thou 

The Bread of Life.” | 

d- 

= May 22: Absent Or 

Absent-minded 

fy Suggested Outline: (Have Shorter Catechism 

handy). 

lis Hymn: “The Church’s One Foundation.” 

at Prayer. 

ae Scripture: I Cor. 11:23-25. 

m. Leader’s Introduction, 

are Talks 

ily 

di- Leader’s Conclusion. 

tom Hymn: “According to Thy Gracious Word.” 

not Closing Prayer. 

nee Leader’s Introduction 

me _ Most of us attend the morning worship service 

us in our church, which provides us with a wonderful 
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opportunity for worship. Sometimes we miss out 
on this service because we are absent; but more 
often because we are absent-minded. Often we 
hear someone refer to the worship, which proceeds 
the sermon, spoken of as “‘the preliminaries.”’ Have 
= ever been guilty of making this statement? 

oes your mind wander during that part of the 
service? If you do not do some concentration dur- 
ing the service you will not receive much benefit 
from it. Often during that part the sacrament 
of baptism is administered, and regularly each 
quarter the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is cele- 
brated. Our minds must be instructed in the mean- 
ing of these ordinances if we are truly learning 
to worship. Last week we emphasized the Bible 
as an important means of guiding our worship. 
This evening let us turn to the church service and 
learn yet more about worship. 


Talk Number 1 


The Sacraments As Means Of Worship. Of course’ 


we all know what the sacraments of our Church 
are: We learn that from the answer to Question 93 
in our Shorter Catechism (if not familiar turn to 
this answer and read). You remember last week we 
defined worship as the intercommunication between 
man and God. We discovered that this inter- 
communication was accomplished through the use of 
the Bible which is a great dfilogue between God 
and man, and man and God. In addition to the per- 
fect revelation in the Bible, Christ has also insti- 
tuted the sacraments as means of wership. Often 
our faith is so weak and God seems so far from us 
that we feel it impossible ever to have any real 
communion with Him. This is probably the reason 


why so many of us go through the morning church | 


service absent-minded. There are a thousand things 
that come into our minds to distract them from 
God. But God knows us better than we know our- 
selves and He has provided us with the sacraments 
so that His great goodness toward us may not seem 
so far removed. That is the design and intent of the 
sacraments. They are visible signs and seals to 
prove to us in a way that is close at hand, the 
wonderful works of God on our behalf. Calvin says 
that, “‘the sacrament confirms and seals God’s 
promises to us...” Just as when we draw up a 
contract they seal it by a notary, so God seals His 
promises to us by the sacraments. 


We can easily see how our understanding of 
this great truth would make our worship of God 
more real and helpful. If God’s promises to us are 
just as real in the spiritual realm as the signs in 
the sacraments are in the physical, then we are 
very certain of His love to us. This is the very 
heart of learning to Worship. , 


- Talk Number 2: 


Baptism: When we see a person baptized or are 
baptized ourselves what does that have to do with 
worship? Baptism speaks very eloquently of God’s 
love to us and if we realize what it symbolizes it 
certainly should cause us to worship God. What 
happens when a person becomes a Christian? It 
means that God, by His Holy Spirit, works a mod- 
ern miracle deep within his soul. He translates 
him from darkness into glorious light; He changes 
his heart and gives him a desire to live a holy life. 
Most of all He unites him to Christ and he becomes 
an heir of eternal life which is an inheritance 
unfading and that shall never pass away. All this 
is visibly signified to us when a person is baptized. 
Nothing should cause God to feel nearer to us 
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than when we are in a service where the sacra- 
ment of baptism is administered, It should be an 
experience in our lives which we should always 
remember. In our beholding or receiving it, we 
should be engaged in the very height of the activity 
of worshipping God. | 


Talk Number 3 


The Lord’s Supper: In our partaking of the 
Lord’s Supper we become very active in the great 
process of worship. In baptism we are worship- 
ping, but we are not taking ag active part. The 
Lord’s Supper is also celebrated at frequent inter- 
vals and thus we become actively engaged in this 
aspect of worship more often. The Lord’s Supper 
was instituted by Christ for the express purpose 
to remind His people of His death, and to display 
to them, in a tangible way, lest they forget, that 


He actually died for them. (See Shorter Catechism 


Ans. 96). It is very important in worship that we 
think upon the death of Christ for the world. And 
in the Lord’s Supper that is exactly what we do. 
The Apostle Paul, speaking with Divine authority 
said of the sacrament, “As often as ye eat this 
bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord’s 
Death till He come.” I Cor. 11:26. Throughout 
the whole Bible the death of’Christ ever presents 
itself as the great event in history. It was foretold 
by the prophets, especially Isaiah. Paul, speaking 
a few years after Jesus’ death said, ‘I determined 
not to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ 
and Him crucified.” In the book of revelation, we 
are presented first with a vision of a spotless lamb, 
bleeding upon God’s altar, explaining the types 
which foreshadowed the death of Christ. In the 
same vision later on we see the lamb slain upon 
the throne in the midst of the New Jerusalem, 
when the mystery of God is finished, and the 
“Mighty Angel lifting up his hand to heaven, 
swearing by Him Who liveth forever and ever, 
that time shall be no more.” If we are truly, to 
learn to worship at Church we must remember 
the Lord’s death and this is set forth befor in 


_ a real way in the Lord’s Supper. 


Page 24 THE ‘SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL - May 2.1949 
‘Nx | 
le 
h 
a 
W 
] 
C 
W 
t 
a 
O 
y' 
H 
a 
vi 
b 
ol 
th 
7 0 
ay 
he 
al 
wi 
Fj 
fo 
de 
sic 
a 


'e 


Leader’s Conclusion 


It is important to remember that of all the great 
activities of man none is greater than his worship 
of God. When linked with God we are tied with the 
greatest power in earth and heaven. Nothing that 
man can do through atomic bombs, war, or crime 
can separate us from Him. Man may have power 
to kill the body, but he cannot touch the soul. 
God, through the power He exerts through Christ 
and His saivation, saves both our souls and bodies 
and will raise them up to live forever. Let us all 
learn that through our active worship of God we 
are doing the greatest work in the world-indeed a 
work which transcends this world and ties us with 
the eternal world to come. 


May 29: Riches For 
The Taking 


Suggested Outline: (Have Shorter Catechism). 


Call to Worship: “Let the words of my mouth and 
the meditation of my heart be acceptable in Thy 
sight, O Lord my strength and my Redeemer.” 

Hymn: “I Need Thee Every Hour.” 


Scripture: Ps. 139. 


Prayer. 

Leader’s Introduction. 

Speakers. 
Concluding discussion by Leader. wy 


Hymn: “Jesus the Very Thought Of Thee.” 
Closing Prayer. 


Leader's Introduction 


This is the concluding program in our series on 
learning to worship. In the preceding programs we 
have thought about the importance of the Bible 
and the. Sacraments in worshipping God. Tonight 
we want to think about prayer as it is related to 
our personal, private worship of God. If you will 


‘look at the answer of Question 88 in the Shorter 


Catechism you will find that these three means of 
worship are listed. You will also find, if you read 
the answer to the following ten questions, more 
about how these instruments are effectual as aids 
of the true worship of God. Among other things 
you notice the very prominent place given the 
Holy Spirit. The Bible becomes meaningful to us 
as the Holy Spirit of God makes it so to our hearts. 
“The sacraments become effectual, not from any 
virtue in them or in him that doth administer them, 
but only by the blessing of Christ and the working 
of His Spirit in them .. .” We must remember 
that all these things are important as we learn to 
worship. 


As we approach our program tonight we think 
of prayer as a great storehouse of rich treasure 
available to us for the using. The whole bank of 
heaven, being in itself inexhaustible, is for us and 
all we must do is write out checks on it and God 
with His abundant store will make good each one. 
First we will hear from some people who were 
foolish about their treasure and then from some 
who tapped the great spiritual treasure of God. 


*First Speaker 


This is the story of a man who lived in the great 
depression of the early nineteen thirties. He was 
sick, out of work, and on relief. One day the social 
workere who was calling on him just happened to 
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notice a “‘picture’”’ on the bare wall of his crude 
shack. Upon closer examination he found this small 
“picture” to be an uncashed check from a certain 
railroad company for the amount of $5,000! This 
check was given him some time ago for the right 
of way through his otherwise worthless property. 
Unable to read, he had not realized that he was 
rich, and had only kept the check because he hap- 
pened to admire the picture on it, 


*First and Second Speakers from Presbyterian 
Youth, Page 40. 3 


Second Speaker 


I heard the story of an eccentric rich man who 
stood on a busy corner in New York and tried to 
give away five-dollar bills to everyone who passed 
by. But guess what! No one would accept them! 
I suppose that everyone thought there was some 
catch to it. We may be able to understand why 
the man didn’t cash his check. And we may even 
see why people were a little suspicious at the man 
who was giving away the five-dollar bills, But why 
we do not go to the great treasure of God in 
Christ through prayer is a mystery that is not 
easily explained. Paul tells us that love, joy, peace, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness, self- 
control, are the fruit of the Spirit. These virtues 
which make up the Christian’s character are the re- 
sult of constant communion with God through the 
Holy Spirit. The growing of such a life takes some 
cultivation, and that means taking time for being 
alone with God in prayer. 


Fourth Speaker 


Here is a. true experience of a man who spent 
much time alone with God in prayer and who ob- 
tained a rich and full fellowship with God which 
brought him permanent blessing. Thomas Haly- 
burton gives this experience recorded in his diary. 
“IT cannot be positive of the day and hour, but 
so far as I can remember, I was at secret prayer, 
in very great extremity, not far from despair, when 
the Lord stepped in and mercifully helped me. God 
Who commanded the light to shine out of dark- 
ness, shined into my mind. He said to me, “Thou 
hast destroyed thyself, but in Me is thy help.’ He 
revealed to me Christ in all His glory. He opened 
the Gospel-call to me and let me see that even 
to me was ‘the Word of this salvation sent.’ All 
these discoveries. were conveyed to me by the 
Scriptures, the Lord shining into my mind by them. 
The light that I now saw, shone from heaven and 
it lead me up to heaven. It was a true light; it was 
a distinct and clear light. It was a pleasant and a 
sweet light; it was a satisfying light; it was a quick- 
ening. refreshing and healing light; it was a 
great light; and was a powerful light; it was com- 
posing—it composed and quieted my soul, and put 
all my questions in their due position.’’ How won- 
derful must have been the experience of this great 
man, yet it is ane which we may have if we are 
willing to take the time to spend in secret prayer 
with the Lord. 


Fifth Speaker 


What About Prayer? You may be asking your- 
selves the question how can we really know about 
prayer? There are two things we must remember . 
as we think about this great subject. 


1. That prayer is not just asking. There is much 
more to it than just that. Dr. B. M. Palmer, the 
distinguished first moderator of our General As- 
sembly, in his great book, Theology of Prayer, 
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as he analyzes prayer, makes this statement, 
“Prayer as the language of worship divides easily 
into adoration and praise; as the language of de- 
pendence it breaks into petition and thanksgiving; 
as the language of guilt, it gives both confession 
and supplication. In adoring God we think upon 
what He is. In praising God we observe what He 
does. In petition, we seek for blessings that are 
needed; thanksgiving, we are grateful for mercies 
which are bestowed. In confession, we, before the 
tribunal of our conscience, make a pronounce- 
ment of judgment against our sin. In supplication 
we implore the mercy of God to forgive our sin.” 


2. That prayer must be an exercise which we 
practice daily. We must have some time each day 
set apart for our private devotions. This is the 
only way we will ever discover that God answers 
prayer. Thomas Halyburton was in a great struggle 
for many years before he came to the wonderful 
experience related in his diary. Our daily prayer 


ust be entered into with all diligence. We must 

it patiently before God, and if we do we will 
certainly find that He will answer and we will 
know that it is His mighty working. There are 
many things that Satan will cause to come in our 
path to hinder our finding time to be alone with 
God each day, but we must with resolute will de- 
termine to find time and stick to it regardless. 
It is only then that we will find the sweet comfort 
of truly being with God and the joy of personal 
worship through prayer. 


Concluding Discussion By Leader 


¥ tr must be more than a hit ard miss task, it 


1. Discuss how to find time for daily personal 
devotions. 

2. Other obstacles and means of overcoming 
them. 

Closing with Hymn and Prayer for help in dili- 
gence to have private prayer each day. 


Woman’s Work 


Church Woman’s Calendar 


May 1: Foreign Missions Day in the Sunday School. 

May 1-8: Christian Family Week. 

May 6: May Fellowship Day observed by local 
Councils of Church Women. 

May 15: Rural Life Sunday (May be meaningful to 
city as well as rural churches). 

May 22: Montreat Day. 

May 26: General Assembly convenes at Montreat. 
Pray for the commissioners, the newly elected 
moderator, and all attending this important meet- 
ing. 

Circle—Program: Bible Study, John 1:19 - 2:12, 
“The Preparation Days.”’ 


Monthly Emphasis: The Birthday Objective, Brazil — 


and American Bible Society. 

General Program: Theme, ‘“‘Committed Afresh.”’ 
Birthday 

Two of the Christian Conferences of Negro Women 
will open late this month. : ; 

Preparation for attending Synodical Training 
Schools early in June, 


Our Missionaries 
In China 


As a result of negotiations between the Chinese 
Government and the Government of the United 
States, made possible by the Sino-American Eco- 
nomic Aid Agreement, it is now pdssible for relief 
parcels sent by relief agencies or individuals in 
the United States to relief agencies or individuals 
in China to enter free of duty. The following are 
the conditions which must be met: 


- 4, The parcels must be clearly marked “USA 
Gift Parcel.” 


2. Senders of parcels should send to the ad- 
under separate cover detailed lists of con- 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


tents, and a certification that they are supplies 
donated for relief purposes only. 


3. The provision shall apply only to relief pack- 
ages sent by United States relief agencies or indi- 
viduals to relief agencies or individuals residing 
in China. If packages sent by companies or firms 
or addressed to companies or firms contain ordered 
goods or are of a commercial nature, duty shall 
be levied in accordance with regulations. If the 
Customs entertain douwts as to such relief pack- 
ages, the addresses may be called upon to present 
for inspection documents certifying that the pack- 
ages received are actually articles needed for re- 
lief purposes. 


4. Contents of the relief packages are limited to 
these items: non-perishables foods, clothing (in- 
cluding shoes) and mailable medical and health 
supplies, 


5. All packages marked “USA Gift Parcel’”’ which 
contain articles that are apparently of the nature 
of an advertisement, or contain Christmas presents 
shall not come under the prescribed category of 
duty-free relief supplies and shall be levied duty 
in accordance with regulations. 


6. An addressee desiring to enjoy the prescribed. 
duty free privilege shall make a statement to the 


effect that the gifts received are actually relief 
ae provided from the United States without 
cos 


7. This provision expires with the Sino-American 
economic Aid Agreement on June 30, 1950, unldss 
otherwise provided for. 


Special attention should be called to the limited 
number of items which qualify as relief supplies. 
The inclusion of other articles will cause diffi- 
culty. It is very important that these parcels be 
sent only for recipients who are in need of relief 
supplies. The Customs authorities are rs to keep 
detailed records on the addresses and the number 
of parcels received, and any abuses will endanger 
this whole agreement. 


> 
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Two weeks of VBS can equal a year of regular, Bible school. 
Last year VBS had more students, more interest, more re- 
sults than ever. Bring it to your community. And use 
Standard’s brand-new two-week courses for every age group 


true-to-the-Bible, attractive, practical, inexpensive. 


FREE VBS PROSPECTUS helps you plan. 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO. 
CINCINNATI 10, OHIO 


Write for it! 


“The Pastor's Wife's Pen” 


Jimmy and Bobby rushed from Church, Jimmy 
in the lead and eager to tell Mummy all the news. 


At once he burst forth with: “Bobby did not 
put all his money in the offering, he didn’t give 
all his money to the Lord.” 


Poor Bobby! How to escape such an accusation! 
He dropped his head as Mummy asked, “Is that 
true, Bobby?” 


‘“‘Well,” answered Bobby very slowly, “Well, I 
DID put PART of my money in the offering.” 


Mummy had to pry a bit more and Bobby finally 
confessed that he had withheld some of the Lord’s 


money. How easy it is to withhold from the Lord!, 


Jimmy is always EAGER to GIVE—but his pray- 
er life is very “short.”’ He never seems to have time 
to prayer, and when he does pray—one wee eye 
likes to peek because he is much afraid of missing 
something. 


Bobby is very sincere in his praying and prays 
consistently for Missionaries whom he knows by 
name. He never fails to pray for the salvation of 
those in the family who as yet are unsaved. 


Yes—we are always ready to accuse—just as 
wee Jimmy was! And yet, which one of us can 
“cast the first stone?” 


Oh, that we, God’s dear children would “put on 
therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, 
bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, 
meekness, longsuffering; forbearing one another, 
and forgiving one another, if any man have a quar- 


rel ainst any; even as Christ forgave you, so. 


also do ye.” 
Brethren, let us love one another. 


-—By Helen M. G. Booth. 


For Special Consideration During 
Christian Family Week May 18 


The Home 


TO MAKE HOMES, 
that is what we are all here for. 


- FOR THE HOME IS STRATEGIC, 
it makes the town, 

the town makes the city, 

the city makes the country. 


HE WHO MAKES THE HOME 
MAKES THE WORLD. 


AFTER ALL, 
though men and women make homes, it is the 
homes which make men and women. 


Whether our national life is great or mean, 

«Whether our social virtues are mature or stunted, 

Whether our sons and daughters are moral or 
vicious, 

Whether religion is possible or impossible, ' 

ALL DEPEND UPON THE HOME. 


—Henry Drummond. 


BIBLE READING 


As Martin Luther Saw It 


“For several years I have read the Bible through 
twice in every twelve months. It is a great and 
owerful tree, each word of which is a mighty 
ranch; each of these branches have I well shaken 
so désirous was I to know what each one bore and 
what they would give me. And the shaking of them 
has never disappointed me. 


“Would that this one Book were in every lan- 
guage, in every land; before the eyes and in the 
ears and hearts of all men! Scripture without any 
comment is the. sun whence teachers receive 


their light.” 


A Child’s Prayer* 


Now I lay me down to sleep; 

I pray Thee, Lord, the souls to keep 

Of other children, far away, 

Who have no homes in which to stay, 
-_ Nor know where is their daily bread, 

Nor where at night to lay their head, 

But wander through a broken land, 

Alone and helpless—take their hand! 


*Found in a m e of thanks from German 
children to American Christians; originally printed 
in German in a pamphlet published by swerk, 
German Protestant relief agency. 
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Some Suggestions For 
Living In The Home 


1. Consideration of each member of the family as 
for the most honored guest—some people treat 
those they love best most shabbily. 

2. Recognition of God as the giver of every good 
and perfect gift through daily thanks at meals. 

3. Training the devotional life through a daily pe- 
riod of family worship including Bible reading 
and prayer. 

4. Memory work that God’s Word may be stored in 
the heart and the catechism may become a 
foundation for the knowledge of our faith. 


5. Home study of each Sunday School lesson. 
6. sor j the first share of the family budget to 
God, 


7. Service projects, in which all the family have a 
part, to destitute people overseas through 
Church World Service, to needy ones in Home 
Mission fields and in nearby institutions or 
homes. 

8. Happy fellowship and fun through family hob- 
bies, games, picnics, stay-at-home nights. 


Wings For The Soul 


God ee prayer; sometimes when hearts are 

wea 
He gives the very gifts believers seek. 
But often faith must learn a deeper rest, 
And trust God’s silence when He does not speak, 
For He whose name is Love will send the best. 
Stars may burn out, nor mansion walls endure, 
But God is true; His promises are sure 
To those who seek. 

—Author Unknown. 


Some One Had Prayed* 


“The weary ones had rest, the sad had joy 
That day, and wondered ‘how’? 

A ploughman, singing at his work, had prayed 
‘Lord, help them now’. 


“Away in foreign lands they wondered ‘how’ 
Their simple word had power? 

At home, the Christians two or three had met 
To pray an hour. 


“Yes, we are always wondering, wondering ‘how’, 
Because we do not see . 
Some one, unknown perhaps, and far away, 
On bended knee.” 
—Author Unknown. 


*Available in tract from Committee on Woman’s 
Work Henry Grady Building, Atlanta, Ga. 


Rev. Herbert S. Springall, D.D. 


Herbert Swain Springall, D.D., 76, was born in 
Folkesbore, England, died in Fredericksburg, Tex./ 
Mar. 9, 1949. A graduate of Union Theological 


Seminary, 1901. Pastor of Texas churches 44 . 


years. Trustee of Tex. Mex, Institute 35 years, 
Superintendent Home Missions, Dallas Presbytery 
and publisher of Home Mission Quarterly for 20 
years. 
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Book Reviews 


“CALVIN’S COMMENTARIES” 


Daniel: Volumes I and II. Price $3.50. John’s 
Gospel: Volumes I and II. Price, Vol. I, $3.50; 
Vol. II, $3.00, Published by William B. Eerdman’s 
Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. 


Frequently conservative scholars have ignored 
the prophecies of Daniel and left this great Book 
into the hands of incompetent interpreters. Too 
often this Book has been a Happy Hunting Ground 
for misguided Bible teachers. These lectures upon 
Daniel by Calvin, therefore, should serve a useful 
purpose in the life of the Protestant Church. 


Luther and Calvin both issued a commentary on 
the Book of Daniel. These commentaries were 
written within two decades of each other. Shortly 
after Calvin’s work was issued, it was translated 


into French and later into English. Luther’s com- 


mentary was never translated into English. Dr. 
Wilbur M.- Smith, in his introduction to these 
two volumes is inclined to believe that the reason 
why Calvin’s lectures were translated into other 
languages and reprinted today is because Calvin 
is everywhere acknowledged as the preeminent 
Biblical exigete of the Reformation. As Dr. A. M. 
Fairbairn has put it, “He is the finest of com- 
mentators, the most skilled of exegetes, the most 
reasonable of critics His exegesis is never 
forced or fantastic; he is less rash and subjective 
in his judgments than Luther; more reference to 
Scriptures, more faithful to history, more modern 
in spirit.” The Book of Daniel meant much to 
Calvin, as he too lived in an era of persecution. 
“In Calvin’s time, belief meant something. It was 
then that any true Christian might expect to en- 
dure torture and death for His name’s sake.” The 
parallel between Daniel’s and Calvin’s experiences 
gave the Genevan Reformer an opportunity to give 
expression to many things that were weighing 
heavily on his heart. This Book meant much to 
Caivin and out of it he learned how God perfects 
the faith of His people by various trials and how 
with wonderful wisdom He has taken care to 
strengthen their minds by ancient examples, “that 
they should not be weakened by the concussion of 
the severest storms and tempests; or at least that 
they should totter at all, that they should never 
finally fall away.” 


There is a beautiful devotional spirit running 
through these lectures on Daniel. The prayers Cal- 
vin gave at the time of these lectures are recorded. 
They indicate that Calvin relied upon the Holy 
Spirit in all of his expositions. For example, in one 
prayer we find this statement: “Grant, Almighty 
God, since during our pilgrimage in this world 
we have daily need of the teaching and confidence 
of Thy Spirit, that with true modesty we may 
depend on Thy Word and secret inspiration, and 
not take too much on ourselves—grant also, that 
we may be conscious of our ignorant blindness and 
stupidity and always flee to Thee, and never per- 
mit ourselves to be drawn aside in any way by the 
wondering of Satan and of the ungodly.”’ In an- 
other of these prayers we find this petition: “In- 
struct us by the unconquered fortitude of Thy 
Spirit.” 

The two volumes on John’s Gospel will be highly 
esteemed by all students of Johannine literature. 
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Although there are more commentaries on the 
Gospel according to John than on any other Book 
in the Bible, this work by Calvin will never be 
superseded. The best writers on the Fourth Gospel 
have been deeply indebted to wr work of Cal- 


vin’s. We agree with the translater that “‘every 


honorable mind will admire the unbending dignity 
of our author which, even in the defense of truth, 
disdains to employ an unlawful weapon, and de- 
voutly bows to the dictates of the Holy Spirit.” 
Further, we concur in the statement that where 
other writers differ from him, “they often go 
astray, and where they agree with him they gen- 
erally fall below the instructive poWer of his own 
pen; for few can equal his clear and vigorous 
statements.”’ 


Dr. Merrill C. Tenney emphasizes in his In- 
troduction the fact that these two volumes of Cal- 
vin on John are relevant to our present situation. 
Calvin brought the teaching of the Scripture with- 
in the reach of the common people and for this 
reason “the content of the commentaries is perti- 
nent to our day... the sovereignty of a personal 
God vs. the self-consciousness of man, salvation by 
Divine grace rather than by human works, the con- 
flict: of Christian revelation with purely human 
feelings are still live issues. The application of the 
teaching of the Bible to these issues is as necessary 
now as when Calvin first wrote ... Preachers who 
seek an example of using the teaching of John 
in their parish problems will do well to study 
Calvin’s method. His directness in interpretation 
— boldness in application are worthy of repeating 
today.”’ 


Any works of such solid merit as these commen- 
taries of Calvin are, do not require commendation. 
Four hundred years of usefulness in the Church 
of the living God is adequate testimony to induce 
any Bible student to add these commentaries to 
his library. —John R. Richardson. 


This Book May Be Ordered From 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


“Bird Life In Wington.” By John Calvin Reid. 
Published by Wm. B. Eerdman’s Publishing Com- 
pany, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.50. Thirty 
charming stories for young folk. These fascinating 
messages contain a message primarily for children, 
but adult readers will be delighted with them. This 
lovely little book will help workers with children. 
The splendid illustrations contributed by Reynold 
H. Weidenaar add much to this volume. —J.R.R. 


This Book May Be Ordered From 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 


“Millenial Studies.” By George L. Murray, D.D. 
Published by Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 
6, Mich. Price $2.50. Dr. Murray is one of the 
ablest preachers in the United Presbyterian Church. 
He has a fine theological mind and the ability to 
express his ideas luminously. This book, the latest 
from his pen, was awarded special recognition by 
his denomination as “the book of the year.” It 
seems that Christians will always differ in some 
aspects of eschatology. They should always express 
these differences in love. Dr. Murray is at all times 
considerate of others’ positions and never writes 
in a distasteful manner concerning those who enter- 
tain other eschatological views. The author analyzes 
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the Biblical teachings on the Second Coming of 
Christ and concludes, “The Lord’s return will 
synchronize with the resurrection of the just and 
the unjust, the judgment of the human race, the 
destruction of the present world system, and the 
ushering in of the new heaven and a new earth 
in which righteousness shall dwell and from which 
every vestige of the curse. and every bitter fruit 
of sin, shall eventually be erased.” Whether one 
agrees or disagrees with the author’s conclusions, 
he must admire his earnestness in seeking the 
truth and his determination to write without in- 
vectives. Anyone desiring a clear-cut view of the 
a-millenial interpretation should read this book. 

—J.R.R. 


This book may be ordered from The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal Company, Weaverville, N. C. 


“Basic Questions About Christian Behaviour.” 
By Leonard Greenaway. Published by Zondervan 
Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price 
$1.50. Dr. Greenaway defines Christian Ethics as 
the study of Christian behaviour. He stresses the 
fact that this study is both important and urgent. 
He correctly insists that the Bible must be the 
basis for all ethical- decisions. He discusses such 
subjects as our “Duties In Relation To God.” 
“Duties In Relation To Ourselves,” and “Duties 
In Relation To Others.”” Much sound thinking has 
gone into this little book. High school and college 
students should read it. —J.R.R. 


This book may be ordered from The Southern 


Presbyterian Journal Company, Weaverville, N. C. 


“Life Of Christ.” By F, W. Farrar. Edited by 
Theodore W. Engstom. Published by Zondervan 
Publishing ‘Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price 
$2.50. This is a reprint of Farrar’s classic work on 
the biography of our Lord. It was the best product 
of his prolific pen.’ Although Farrar cannot be 
followed in some of his theological views, he wrote 
this book as an unconditional believer in Christ. 

—J.R.R. 


This book may be ordered from The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal Company, Weaverville, N. C. 


“Understanding Adults.”” By Donald R. Gorham. 
Published by American Baptist Publication Society, 
170-1-03 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. The 
author is an experienced teacher. To him teaching 
is a thrilling experience. It is written in an infor- 
mal style. It is simply one teacher communicating 
to another. It sets forth some basic principles 
which have been found sound. At the end of each 
chapter there are problems for discussion designed 
to lead to self-improvement. They help to relate 
theory and practice. The encouraging note sounded 
is that adults can be -changed. —J.R.R. 


“In Understanding Be Men.” By T. C. Hammond. 
Published by The Inter-Varsity Christian Fellow- 
ship, 64 West Randolph Street, Chicago, Ill. The 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship specializes in 
transmitting the Christian revelation in non-tech- 
nical language to college students. This volume 
is a handbook of Christian doctrine. It gives an 


‘outline of the main problems connected with each 


doctrine, and usually followed by an _ historical 
review of divergent views during the early stages 
of Church History. We strongly commend this 
book for both individual and group study. 


—J.R.R. 
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“Heirs Together.” By W. Melville Carpenter and 
H. Morgan Williams. Published by Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship, 64 West Randolph Street, 
Chicago, Ill. A Christian approach to the privileges 
and responsibilities of sex by two Christian sur- 
geons. It is a handbook on Christian romance 
written in language easily understood by young 
people. This book is urgently needed in the life of 
the university campus today. It is safer than the 
Kinsey report. If you have a son or daughter in 
college, send them this little book. —J.R.R. 


“Why The Cross.” By H. E. Guilleband. Pub- 
lished 4 The Soaenetineabtey Christian Fellowship, 
64 West Randolph Street, Chicago, Ill. In this vol- 
ume we observe a painstaking scholar tracing the 
Divinely ordained way of man’s salvation. He writes 
under the compelling constraint of being faithful to 
what is written in the Scriptures concerning our re- 
demption through Christ’s blood. This scholar vigor- 
ously maintains that the idea of substitution is at 
the heart of the Christian gospel. He writes: ‘Either 
the doctrine that the atoning sacrifice of Christ our 
Sin-Bearer was necessary to take away our sins is 
, true or it is not. If it is untrue, there is of course 
no basis for arguing about the blood of Christ for 
all the sacrificial language belonging to the doctrine 
falls with it. But if it is true, then we have to ask, 
where do we get it from? If a doctrine so opposed 
to the taste and pride of the ‘natural man’ is really 
true, surely this is a very powerful reason for con- 
cluding that man was not the originator of it; and 
if the Bible doctrine of the Cross is not a human 
invention we are left with the alternative that 
it is the revelation of God.” There are two strong 
chapters exploding the notions that substitution 
is immoral and incredible. As one closes this book, 
he is inspired afresh to glory in the Cross and 
think of the Christ of the Cross as our Representa- 
tive and Substitute. —J.R.R. 


Church News 


Competitive Scholarship 
Contest—1948-49 


The young people on the following list are high 
school seniors, members of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., who have received awards.or honorable men- 
tion in the 1948-49 Contest. Those who appear on 
this list have fulfilled the following conditions: 
High rank on test grades; better than average high 
school work; favorable recommendations; well- 
rounded activities; clear, logical thinking in the 


essay; indications, in the autobiography and else- 


where, of maturity, earnest purpose, and the ca- 
pacity to profit by the work of a Church College. 


Contestants Receiving Awards 


1. Four-year, $2,000.00, Margaret (‘Rita’) Cun- 

ingham, Arlington, Tenn. 

2. Four-year. $1,600.00, Betty Lou Wood, R.F.D. 
No. 1, Columbia, Ala. 

3. Four-year, $1,200.00, Leonard Hamilton Gibbs, 
Woodstock, Va. 

4. Four-year, $1,000.00, John Richard Crawford, 
102 Culver Street, Macon, Ga. 

6. One-year, $500.00, Florence Irene Clark, 302 
Wilkes Street, Berkeley Springs, W. Va. 


6. One-year, $400.00. Frederick Williams Sarles, 
aa South Tremont Drive, Greensboro, 


7. One-year, $300.00, Judith Clementine Walters, 
Highland Circle, Tupelo, Miss. 

8. One-year, $300.00, Frances Broadfoot Mac- 
Pherson, R.F.D. No. 3, Fayetteville, N. C. 

9. One-year, $300.00, Peggy Ann Elliott, Me- 
morial Center, Darlington, S. C 

10. One-year, $200.00, Margaret Louise Maier, 
2015 Joseph Street, New Orleans, La. 


11. One-year, $200.00, Priscilla Mary Sheppard, 


206 Farley Avenue, Laurens, S. C 

12. One-year, $200.00, John Edwin Stanfield, 409 
Ward Avenue, Hot Springs, Ark. 

13. One-year, $100.00, Margaret Ann Gillespie, 
Chattaroy, W. Va. 

14. One-year, $100.00, Jack Austin Worthington, 
600 North Union Street, Natchez; Miss. 

15. One-year, $100.00, Coy Rockwell Cook, boa 
4810 Wrightsville Avenue, Wilmington, N. C, 

16. One-year, $100.00, Margaret Ann Weaver, 202 
North Eighth Street, Columbus, Miss. 


17. One-year, $100.00, Roberta Marilynn Slate{ 
3200 N. W. Thirty-eighth Street, Oklaho 
City 7, Okla. 


18. One-year, $100.00, Margaret Redfearn McRa 
18 Camden Road, Wadesboro, N. C. 


19. One-year, $100.00, Belle Neel Miller, 1718 
Pedro Avenue, San Antonio, Tex. 


20. One-year, $100.00, Marion Christine Cantey, 
' P, O. Box 686, LaGrange, Ga. 


Honorable Mention - - No Award 


This list is drawn on in order, in case any 
' winner declines an award. ) 


21. John Macmillan Alexander, Jr., 747 East Col- 
lege Avenue, Decatur, Ga. 

22. Eugenia Louise McGoogan, 3603 S. W. Tesuie 
second Terrace, Miami, Fla. 

23. ee ee Rankin, R.F.D. No. 2, Reids- 

e, 

24. James Milton Campbell, P. O. Box 666, York- 
town, Tex, 

25. Patricia Ann Fredriksen, K-1 Country Club 
Homes, Raleigh, N. C. 


26. Walter Herman Bell, Jr., 7401 East Ronmeny. 


; Drive, Norfolk 5, Va. 

27. Elisabeth Hall Lewis, Whitmire, S. C. 

28. Richard Edward Walker, 527 North Sixteenth 
Street, Waco, Tex. 


29. Ann Elizabeth Anthony, 38 Henrietta Street, 
Asheville. N. C. 


30. William Alexander — Jr., R.F.D, No. 2, 
Reidsville, N. C. 
Our General Assembly’s 


Training School 


Officers for the next session were elected 
March 24 by the student body of the General 
Assembly’s Training School, eresoyterian insti- 


tution for training church workers. 


' Miss Mary Stuart Hatch, of Charlotte, N 
and graduate of Agnes Scott College was elected 
president of the student body. Other officers in- 
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clude: vice-president, Miss Neva Delgado, Tampa, 
Fla., graduate of Florida State University; sec- 
retary, Miss Marian Fisk. Atlanta, Ga., Atlanta 
Junior College; treasurer, Miss Elizabeth Mattison, 
Columbia, S. C., graduate of the University of 
South Carolina. 


Committee chairmen elected were: Spiritual Life 
Committee, Miss Mary Ann Craig, Spruce Pine 
N. C., graduate of Agnes Scott College; Special 
Committee, Miss Sarah Walker, Charlotte, N. C., 
graduate of Agnes Scott College; editor of An- 
nual, Miss Barbara Swearingen, Orlando, Fla., 
special student. Installation service for the new 
— is to be Thursday, April 7, in the school 
chape 


Agnes Scott College 


The program of Religious Emphasis Week at 
Agnes Scott this spring was to have been led by 
the late Dr. Peter Marshall. His wife, who is an 
Agnes Scott graduate, was to have shared in the 
program. When his untimely death was announced, 
the College was fortunate to secure for the services 
Dr. Donald G. Miller, of Union Theological Semi- 
nary, who has served during the last two years. 
His messages. conferences and discussions brought 
a great blessing to the college community. 


The College is engaged in a quiet campaign to 
raise $1,500,000 by the end of the current calen- 
dar year. Of this amount it is intended that two- 
thirds will go for endowment and one-third for 
building or other improvements. Of the necessary 
total, subscriptions have been received for $1,- 
125,000. Including ‘in this total are two gifts quite 
recently announced which are particularly appreci- 
ated. One of these is from Mrs. John B, Waterman 
of $100,000 for a Chair of Speech. She is an 
alumna and a Trustee of the College and lives in 
Mobile, Ala. 


The other gift is from Mr. Stanhope E. Elmore, 
of Montgomery, Ala., and is for $15,000, with 
which to establish “The Kate Durr Elmore Fund” 
in memory of his late wife. The income will be 
used in helping young women either with under- 
graduate or with graduate study. 


Davidson College Passes Halfway 


Mark In Development Program 


Contributions and pledges to Davidson College’s 
Development Program now total approximately 
$1,434,648. The goal to meet the minimum re- 
———— of the College at this time is $2,- 


Organized campaign efforts have been put 
forth in Charlotte, Winston-Salem, Gastonia, and 
the Davidson Community. Other communities are 
now being organized. To date approximately 1,600 
individual gifts have been received. The following 
gifts, given in the order named, have greatly en- 
couraged friends of Davidson in this ambitious 
undertaking: 


The Belk Family and business associates 
will build a dormitory to be known as Belk 
Hall in honor of Mr. W. H. Belk, whose five 
sons attended Davidson. 


The sanctuary of the new church will be 
‘in honor of Mr. and Mrs. W. Z. Stultz, who 
have made an initial gift of $80,000 for this 


purpose. 
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Mrs. Cameron Morrison has expressed the 
desire to strengthen the endowment of the 
College by an added contribution of $100,000. 


The new gymnasium, now under construc- 
tion, will honor the name of Charles Worth 
Johnston. Mr. R. Horace Johnston and his 
sister, Mrs. Rosa Johnston Stokes, have made 
a gift of $100,000 in remembrance of their 
father who was born in Davidson and grad- 
uated from Davidson College in ’84. 


Just two days before his sudden death on 
February 25, Mr. S. Clay Williams of Win- 
ston-Salem, together with Mrs. Williams, 
pledged $100,000 to his Alma Mater. 


Students and townspeople of Davidstn have risen 
to the occasion with their own contributions. The 
students set a goal of. $40,0000. They now have 
over $45,000. The townspeople have given a total 
of more than $42,000. The first group in the com- 
munity to participate 100 percent in the — 
—— the cooks and workers in the college dining 
all. 


Belhaven College 


At the annual meeting of the Board of Trustees 
of Belhaven College, March 24, 1949, announce- 
ment was made by Dr. John W. Young, Executive 
Secretary and Director of the Belhaven Expansion 
Program, that Jackson had gone over the top in 
a campaign for $200,000.00. This was the amount 
requested from the citizens of Jackson as their 
share of the $500,000.000 program launched by 
the Board in 1947. The Presbyterians of Missis- 
sippi outside of Jackson were asked to raise 
200,000.00 to match the Jackson quota, and $100,- 
000.00 was contributed by Mr. R. D. Sanders. Dr. 
Young reported that the total amount received 
in cash and pledges is $440,000.00, leaving a bal- 
ance of $60,000.00 to be secured from the Pres- 
byterians in the state and from the Alumnae. 


The members of the Board were shown the im- 
provements which have recently been made on the 
Belhaven campus and they made an inspection of 
the Recreational Building which is in process of 
erection. Unanimous opinion was expressed that 
this building should be completed and finished as 
soon as possible. Its completion will meet an ur- 
gent need at Belhaven. The structure will contain 
a gymnasium, a swimming pool, a bowling alley, 
game rooms, lounges for faculty and for students. 
A committee from the Board was appointed to 
survey the prospects fof the erection of an Ad- 
ministration Building. 


President Gillespie submitted his annual report 
which reflected progress made by the college dur- 
ing the past year and contained suggested plans 
for the future dévelopment of Belhaven College. 
Dr. Gillespie reported that the Plan of Coopera- 
tion between Belhaven and Millsaps colleges is 
working to the benefit of both institutions and 
that the plan is to be continued. The Board adopt- 
ed the budget submitted by the President for the 
next fiscal year, 


Dr. Young reported on the progress of the Bel- 


“haven Expansion Program in the Synod of Missis- 


sippi and among the Alumnae. Mr. H. L. White is 
the General Chairman of the Program. The report 
revealed that of the $200,000.00 quota for the 
state, outside of Jackson, approximately $140,- 
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